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report of the proceedings of Wednesday last, in 
the Globe of this morning. The gentleman is there 
represented as having read by the Clerk the fol- 
jowing resalutions: oo Congvessional Globe of 
1847-8, vol. 18, page 992:) 

« Resolved, That in the name and behalf of the Américan 
yeople, the congratulations of Congress are hereby tendered 
to the people of France, upon the success of their recent 
efforts to consolidate the principles of liberty in a republi 
can form of government. 

« And be tt further resolved, That the President of the 
United States ‘be, and he,is hereby, requested to transmit 
this resolution to the American Minister at Paris, with in- 
structions to present it to the French Government.” 


enc | 


Now, sir, my colleague [Mr. Gippives] did not 
cause these last resolutions to be read atall. But 
to show what he ealled my inconsistency, he had | 
the resolutions of Mr. Cummins read, and not | 
those adopted by the Senate, and sent us for con- | 
eurrence, in relation to the then recently-estab- 
lished Republic of France. 

Those resolutions of the Senate passed this 
body on the 10th of April, 1848, by a vote of 174 
yeas to 2nays. J voted in the affirmative for the | 
Nenate’s resolutions. Nor do I act inconsistently, 
by opposing the resolution offered by my colleague, 
(Mr. Canrrer. ] I regret that my colleague | Mr. 
Guppines] should find it necessary to say, in ref- 
erence to myself— 


« Has my colleague forgotten ? Sir, it becomes politicians || 


tohave memories. If for nothing else, they should know 


what to do.’’ 
Sir, 1 would say to him, that it is equally neces- 


sary for politicians to have honesty, and to speak | 


thetruth. And now, Mr. Chairman, let me ask 


you, and honorable gentlemen on this floor, with | 


what grace or propriety he dares thus indirectly 
to censure me, by charging me, in this House, 
with voting for resolutions when I did not vote for 
them, and holding me up to the House and{to the 
country as acting inconsistently. } 

Mr. BOW NE. 
asafriend of Kossuth and of Hungary, and as 
one who has voted with the majority throughout 
this contest, to ask of that majority a simple d@t 
of justice. We find that the minority in this 
House will not rest satisfied with the resolution 
now under consideration as it now stands, inas- 


Mr. Chairman, I rise here, sir, | 
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and his cause; and I am willing to congratulate him 


| and to ask him here, where he may learn and 





much as it seems to them to contain something | 


under the rose. Sir, it has been said that any ap- 
pendix to this resolution would seem to imply a 
discourtesy to Louis Kossuth. Permit me to sug- 
gest that we have high authority for differing 
from this proposition. We find that the Presi- 


dent of the United States, in the very act of wel- | 


coming Louis Kossuth in person to these shores, 


withal most courteously and properly, that this 


Government could not indorse thé doctrines of its | 
distinguished guest, as regards the propriety of an | 
mtervention on our part between the Powers of | 
Under such circumstances we find the | 
minority here unwilling to vote for a resolution | 


Europe. 


which seems to cover a cloven foot. Now, asa 
friend te this measure, I call upon the majority, 
and especially upon my friend from Ohio, {Mr. 
Cartrer,}] who offered this resolution, to come 
forward and explain to this committee whether or 
not there is anything behind the proposition now 


wider consideration which does not appear upon | 


its face. I consider that.this is due to the minor- 
ity, and that if the majority do not do it they are 
responsible for giving what is here been called an 
insult to Kossuth. 

It has been said that by protracting this debate, 
we insult him. Who are responsible for this, I 

ire to know? a majority, a majority who can 
afford to be generous, tor they represent a generous 
principle, or @ minority struggling to avoid being 
misrepresented—a minority, permit me to add, in 
my belief, quite as honestly devoted to Kossuth 
and his cause as the majority here present? And 
now, sir, | ask again, if the gentlemen with whom 
1 have been voting here do not desire to do wrong— 
if they do not wish to involve Louis, Kossuth in 
difficulty with the people of this country, how can 
they object to coming out and satisfying the mi- 
nority on this head? I admire the man Kossuth 
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know what are true republican views. And there- 
fore I trust that this captious argument may be no 
longer continued—that it may come to an end—and 
that the majority, with whom I am identified, will 
show a disposition to abandon their captiousness, 
and show that, in their desire to compliment the 
living imbodimeut of a just principle, they have 
no selfishness, but are willing to throw open their 
doors to all who may wish to join them. And, 
sir, furthermore, I will say that unless this major- 
ity will consent to this measure which I now pro- 
prose, I, for one, distrusting their ungenerousness, 
will be constrained to refuse again to accord to 
them my humble vote. And, in doing this, [ trust 
and beliege that my motives, as a true friend of 
Hungary, of Kossuth, and of liberty the world 
over, will be fully appreciated here, as | know 
they will be by those whom I represent here, whose 
undying devotion to the cause of human freedom 
is above fear and above reproach. 

The question being taken upon the amendment 
of Mr. Tayior to the amendmentof Mr. Cuurcu- 
WELL, it was rejected. 

Mr. MOLONY offered an amendment to the 
amendment, which was read by the Clerk, as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, That the passage of the original resolution 
shail be understood as expressive of the indignation of this 


| House in behalf of the American people at the despotic in- 


tervention of the Czar of Russia, and crushing by his armed 
legions the republican and triumphant spirit of Hungary. 


Mr. MOLONY said: Mr. Chairman, | owe an 


apology to the friends of Kossuth upon this floor 
for offering this amendment at this time. I should 
not have done it, was | retaining a particle of that 
strong assurance which, at the commencement of 
this debate, I entertained, viz: that a proper regard 
for the dignity of this body, for the proprieties of 
courtesy due to our illustrious guest, for the man- 
ifest will of the American people, which it is our 
sole province to reflect in our action upon this res- 
olution, and at all times, would insure a favorable 
and harmonious action upon it. I repeat, | had 
hoped that these considerations, each and all of 
them, would secure for this original resolution an 
emphatic, cordial, and universal adoption. But, 
sir, that hope has died within me. I perceive, sir, 
that a factious minority, and in numbers almost 
contemptible, has for the last three days and part 
| of one night, held, in Committee of the Whole, at 

bey, by parliamentary tacucs, an overwhelming 

majority of this body—gagged them,. sir, and 


|| through us gagced the sentiments of the American 
took occasion to say clearly and distinctly, and | 


people in regard to our illustrious stranger—an act 
alike disgraceful to this body as it is insulting to 
the nation and its honored guest. I repeat it, sir, 
that this House, by its unwarrantable, factious 
opposition to the passage of the original resolution, 
has disgraced itself in the eyes of the civilized 
world. Governor Kossuth, sir, is here the guest 
of the nation; such he is by an invitation extended 
to him by the proper national authorities, while 
an exile and a guest of the Sultan of Turkey; such 
he is by the orders given by the Executive of the 
nation, that a national salute should announce his 
arrival in New York; such he is by an invitation 
of the President and Congress, since his arrival 
on our shores, to visit the nation’s capital; and 
yet, sir, after all this, the unfortunate yet glorious 
exile no sooner arrives here than this House is 
seen perpetrating an act, in them most ungraceful, 


ple resolution for introducing him to the floor of 
this House. 
matter; I mean to have none. 
purpose of putting myself right upon the original 
resolution before the’House, my constituency, and 
country, I rise, and to throw it upon those who 
| must answer for it to themselves, and should to 

their constituency and the country. For the ori- 
| ginal resolution I go hand, head, and heart; and 


in saying this, I say not that I speak for myself 


| 
| 
i 
| alone, as has been mg | announced on the 


other side of the House, but 


| and insulting to the feelings of their guest, in deba- | 
ting for three days and a part of one night a sim- 


L have, sir, no responsibility in this | 
And, sir, for the | 
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resentative of a constituency of two hundred thou- 
sand. Yes, sir; and | would have it understood 
by the despots of Eurepe and their sympathizers 
in America, that my constituency feel strongly the 
sentiments imbodied in my amendment, and when 
the proper time and oceasion shall arrive, I, as 
their representative, am prepared to declare by 
vote that the armed intervention of despotic Rus- 
sia, In the domestic concerns ot Hungary 2 erush- 
ing by its armed legions the republican and tri- 
umphant forces of that people, was an outrage 
upen the sympathies of the Christian world, and 
alikea violation of international and divine law. 

Mr. Chairman, I have accomplished my object 
in offering my amendment—thet was, an opportu- 
nity to put myself right upon the original resolu- 
tion; and, as [ have alw Lys voted not to embarrass 
the original simple question with any amendments, 
I shall defer my approbation of my own amend- 
ment for a more fitting time and occasion, and 
accordingly now vole against its adoption. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. CULLOM. I had not intended, Mr. 
Chairman, to have participated in this discussion. 
It was my purpose to vote silently, as | have done 
from the origin of this question; but since gentle- 
men arrogate to themselves the prerogative upon 
this floor of denouncing me and those with whom 
l act upon these questions as factionists, I have 
right as an American citizen—the double 
right, as a member upon this floor, of acting 
upon these questions, as upon all others, under 
all the obligations and sanctions which this high 
trust imposes. I would be false to myself and 
unloyal to my constitu@ey, if I did not, as I here 
do, hurl it back upon its authors as a falsehood. 
{ Applause, and cries of *‘ Good!” “*Good!”’ and 
“*"That’s right!’’) What have I done as a Rep- 
resentative here for which I am to be 
sured? 


thus cen- 
Have I not -demeaned myself in every 
phase this question has assumed in strict conform- 
ity with the rules prescribed by this body for its 
government? Might I not with far greater pro- 
priety charge that the dominant majority upon 
this question have madly overriden the stubborn 
rules of the House in order to precipitate this 
question? and in their holy zeal to do honor to 
Mr. Kossuth, would and thus denounce 
those whom they choose to call factionists, but 
who, I assert, are the real American law-and-order 
party of this House. ‘* Or- 
der!’’ **Order!’’] While I am disposed to treat 
members with all the courtesy due their station 
as representatives of American freemen, | am 
here to exact that and whilst 
gentlemen are talking for Buncombe and the mobs 
at the Five Points, they must learn that these ia- 
dignities are highly unbecoming. Mr. Chairman, 
I have fully, in my opinion, discharged the obli- 
gations of courtesy in relation to the distinguished 
individual who is the subject-matter of this dis- 
‘ussion. Our Government had invited him to our 
#... country as a refugee from European oppres- 
sion, and in that same spirit I voted the invitation 
to visit the capital of this mighty nation. There 
I choose to stop and hand the distinguished gen- 
tlean over to the hospitality of the American 
people generally, and to the people of Washing- 
ton in particular; feeling that my legislative fune- 
tions have ceased; but every amendment limiting 
our action to mere courtesy (and nothing more, we 
are assured, is intended) has been voted down, 
and a new and dangerous doctrine has been 
shadowed forth through the speeches of gentle- 
men, from which, as an American, I shrink. 
My American pride has forced me to take my 
stand, and it shall be my last intrenchment, by my 
own country and her time-honored usages. Mr. 
Chairman, ours ts justly called a model republican 
Government, whilst its enemies tauntingly point 
to it as a mere experiment; and so it will prove, if 
your quacks are permitted to practice their experi- 
ments upon it. Yes, sir, gentlemen eloquently 
oint to it as a beacon light to which the world 
bad turned their eyes in their struggles against 
the despotisms of the Old World. How import- 


crush 


{Great applause. 


same observance: 


speak it as the rep- |j ant that this great light should be always steady 
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and stable; ; : 
gentlemen, it would be a mere jack o’lantern, lead- 
ime the nations of the earth to quagmires and 


but in the hands of the progressive | 


marshes. | am not prepared to commit this country, | 


by my vote, to the new-made and dangerous policy 


of espousing the quarrels and wars of other and | 


foreign Governments. 


Iam for maintaining our | 


own national honor and rights, at any and all | 


times, let the consequences be what they may. 
But I adhere to the sacred saying, which has with 
us become an axiom, “Friendship with all, but 
entangling alliances with none.”’ 
do homage to no man living. I am no man-wor- 
shipper. If 1 were, the patriots of my own coun- 
try are entitled to my firstadoration. But, in the 
language of one, upon a very solemn occasion, ‘I 
bow the knee to no power, save God Almighty.” 
I lick the dust from no man’s feet, I care not what 
the trappings of royalty or circumstance may be. 
Taman American. I am a Tennesseean, And 
those honorable gentlemen who have been so exces- 


I am here, sir, to | 


sive in their eulogies of the great Magyar—and great | 


1 admit him to be—will have the same regrets, I 
fear, that the same people did, who were foremost 
in their adulations of Mr. Dickens. Yes, Mr. 
Chairman, he will write a book, and, I fear, these 


eulogistic gentlemen will occupy the same page | 


that Dickens’s admirers did in his book. But for 
the conservative position which we, who are de- 


nounced madly as factionists, occupy, our nation 


would be precipitated from its ancient moorings. 
{flere the hammer fell.] 
‘The question was then taken on Mr. Motony’s 
amendment, and it was rejected. , 
Mr. MEADE offered an amendment to 


the 


amendment, (a copy of which was not obtained.) | 


Mr. M. Lam one of those who draw a dis- 
tinction, and a very material distinction, between 
the honor it is proposed to do Louis Kossuth by 
the original resolution, and the ultimate design of 
some, if there be any su@h in this House, to in- 
volve this country in difficulties with European 
Powers. 1am opposed to the latter, and in favor 
of the former. I believe the questions to be en- 
tirely distinct. Permit me, Mr. Chairman, to say 
to my brethren of the South, that it seems to me 
they have manifested upon this occasion an undue 
sensitiveness in reference to this proposition. Do 
they intend to imply by opposition to this resolu- 
tion, that the march of free principles in Europe 
isa march upon the South? 
beg leave to part from them. I stand here amongst 
the foremost, whenever republican liberty is the 
question, to give my aid in every legitimate form 
for its progress. 
ment of freedom anywhere can operate to the pre- 
judice of the South or Southern institutions, and 
any undue sensitiveness upon that subject is cal- 
culated to do us injury—serious injury with the 
lovers of freedom throughout the world, because 


we teach them by that means to draw a distinction | 


between the republicanism of the South and re- 
ve elsewhere. I admit no such thing. 


assert that the triumph of democratic constitu- | 


tional liberty does not, and cannot interfere with 
the Southern institutions. I will not admit there 
is a paradox presented by ourinstitutions and the 
constitutional liberty we enjoy. 1 
gether compatible, and I shall always be fount 
among the foremost in advocating whatever may 
legitimately tend to the establishment of freedom 
in other parts of the world, but not to the extent 
of involving my country in intervention with 
European politics. 

that sort; 

we do such honor to the representative of free 
principles in Europe as will give aid and comfort 
to those noble hearts who are now beating high 
with aspirations for freedom, shall I withhold it? 


If they do, I must | 


] do not believe the establish- | 


They are altgy 





I am opposed to a policy of | 
yut when the simple question is, Shall | 


No, sir; | will not withhold it through the vain | 


fear that it may recoil upon our institutions. Our 
institutions are based upon a firmer principle—a 
firmer foundation; and the march of | 

where Is not in conflict with our interests. 


iberty else- | 
We, | 


at the South, know there would be as much wis- | 


dom ina man emancipating hisinfant children be- 
fore they have arrived at the years of discretion, 
as there would be in emancipating the black race. 
The difference between the two is, that the chil- 
dren of the white man will arrive to a period 
when they become freemen, and can provide for 
themselves; the negro never can. A distinction 
drawn by the hand of the Almighty between the 
black and the white race, has placed the negro 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





in his present position, and there he must remain, 
receiving protection from the white man, and ren- 
dering him service for it. The white man must 
be served by them as the little boy of ten years 
must serve his father, who protectshim. A negro 
is always a child. Unless we can stand upon a 
principle which is immutable in relation to our 
institutions, and also compatible with the.great 
truths of republican government, we shall be con- 
demned; and we are pronouncing our own con- 
demnation if we refuse our sympathies to the op- 
pressed of other countries. Let us avoid, sir, 
even the appearance of it. 

Mr. BOCOCK. This debate has been long pro- 
tracted, and 1 have not made an attempt before 
this in the last two days, to participate in it. Nor 
should I have done so now, but for the fact that 
the speech which has been just made by my col- 
league [Mr. Meape] places me, and those who 
have acted with me, in a false position before this 
House, the country, and our constituents. He 
has assumed in the remarks which he has just 


made, that we have been guided solely by a sen- 
sitiveness upon the subject of slavery Bau. course 
here. 

Mr. MEADE. If in the hurry of my re- 


marks I made any such statement, I did not intend 
it. I only inferred the thing from the resolution 
offered by the gentleman from North Carolina, 
[Mr. Sranty,] and from the fact that the vote here 
had partaken in a measure of a sectional charac- 
ter. 

Mr. BOCOCK. If the gentleman has not in- 
tended it, 1 take this occasion to say for my- 
self tothis House, and this country, that it is not 
the consideration which has chiefly operated upon 
me, or any of us on this side, so far as [ know. 

Mr. MEADE. lam glad to hear it. 

Mr. BOCOCK. The vote has in fact been very 
far from a sectional one. Gentlemen from Indi- 
ana, Ohio, and New York have been prominent 
on our side. 

I ask upon what principle is it expected that 
this resolution is to be adopted? Is it as a per- 
sonal compliment to Louis Kossuth? Nobody 
claims that. Is it because he is the representative 
of a great principle, that we are to honor him in 
this House? Now, I ask of what principle is he 
the representative? He comes to declare before 
this country what principle he represents; and 
he is the organ of his own opinions, sentiments, 
and wishes. He has proclaimed trumpet-tongued, 
‘*{ do not ask your empty compliments; I do not 
ask your empty sympathy.’’ He says the sym- 
pathy he wants is operative sympathy. He wishes 
us to take European affairs under our manage- 
ment, and if necessary to fight for Hungary. 
When a resolution like this was sent him from 
the other end of the Capitol, what did he say? 
He was told it was a compliment. He said no; 
I know better than you do. There is a meaning, 
a political meaning in it. He was deceived. Well, 
it is not Louis Kossuth that we are only deceiving. 
In deceiving him, are we not, as was said by my 
colleague, [Mr. Bayty,] deceiving his countrymen 
at home, and deluding the poor Hungarians? In 
aid of his sentiments, we see men in the northern 
States leaping forward as if in eager competition, 
to be the first to join in this current. When we 
see the thing taking through the country, and the 
public mind becoming inflamed, and when we see 
gentlemen upon this floor rising and uttering such 
sentiments as we have heard in this debate from 
several speakers, and when we see a majority 
here breaking down the rules to carry out their 
purpose in this respect,—I ask, is it not time for 
reflecting, serious, and sober-minded men to pause 
in their course, ere they upturn the long established 
policy of the country? We have told him that he 
was welcome to the capital of the country. We 
have rendered all that the country, all that magna- 
nimity and liberality required. This I willingly 
consented to. No man feels more sympathy with 
the cause of freedom throughout the world, or 
with the men who dedicate themselves to it, than I 
do. But our first duty is to burselves. 

I am willing to pay compliments and extend 
courtesies to the worthy “aa deserving, if harm- 
less. But when we see that serious consequences 
are likely to follow from our action, is it not time, 
| I ask, to pause and reflect? And when gentlemen 
come here, and tell me that with the minority I 
have resorted to revolutionary measures, and toa 
factious course, I tell them dnt the charge they 
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make against us applies to them. They ha 
trampled on the rules; we have not. They he = 
resorted to unusual and unprecedented Modes of 
action; we have not. We have endeavored a. 
prive such efforts of a successful result, and thus 
to maintain the rules and proteet our own yj oe 
3ut for doing so, we are not to be misunderstood 
as having no sympathy with Kossuth and hi 
cause, nor as improperly bringing the institution 
of slavery into the arena. We have not done anu. 
thing to give good grounds for either charge. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I desire to know 
will be in order to move that the committee pice 
and report the resolution and amendments to ;) 


ihe 


House, and to recommend their reference to the 


Committee on Foreign Affairs. The gentlemay 


€ any- 


if it 


from Georgia, [Mr. Srepuens,} the other day 
carried to the House, from the committee, a bill 


similarly situated. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Wath the permission of the 
gentleman, that would not be in order, as it would 
cut off debate on the amendments. Suppose the 
resolution should go to the Committee on Forejvy 
Affairs, they have to report everything to the 
House. [ make this suggestion to the gentlemay- 
Let us adjourn over till Monday. It will be they 
in order to move to suspend the rules to introdyee 
this resolution. If two thirds vote for it, our op- 
position ceases. If two thirds do not vote for it, 
is it right that less than two thirds of the House 
shall pay a compliment to any foreigner, in dero- 
gation of the rights of one third of our number? 
Now, if gentlemen do not want to be factious, 
give it a fair test; meet on Monday next, when it 
is in order to move a suspension of the rules, and 
if two thirds vote for it, let it be done. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. This question of rules 
is a matter about which gentlemen upon this floor 
may well differ. J have my own opinions, and 
they are as firm and fixed as those of the gentle- 


man from Georgia, [Mr. Srepnens.} I entertain 


| them as the representative of the American people, 


and I abide by them as firmly as he does. We 
differ very often about them. I make the motion 
that the committee rise, report the resolution with 
the amendments to the House, with a recommend- 
ation that they be referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. STANLY, Iask the Chair, if the com- 
Mittee rise and report this resolution and amend- 
ment to the House, and then the previous ques- 
tion be moved, and another gag is forced upon us, 
where we will be? 


Mr. VENABLE. I understand that previous 


| question. 


_by the latter branch of the 136th rule. 


is 


; 6 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I will ask the Chair, if 
we are not at liberty to have such a recommenda- 
tion offered by gentlemen, if it is not in the shape 
of an amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is out of order. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Is debate not 
in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. All debate is terminated 
This rule 
provides, ** that the House may, at any time, by 
a vote of a majority of the members present, 
suspend the rules and orders for the purpose of 
‘coing into the Committee of the Whole House 
‘on the state of the Union; and also for providing 
‘ for the discharge of the Committee of the Whole 
‘ House, and the Committee of the Whole House 
‘on the state of the Union, from the further con- 
‘sideration of any bill referred to it, after acting 
‘ without debate on all amendments pending, and 
‘that may be offered.” This rule provides, that 
the House itself may discharge the Committee 0! 


| the Whole upon the state of the Union from the 
| consideration of any proposition committed to it 


without debate, after voting upon all amendments 
which have been offered or may be offered. The 


committee, by this vote and decision, have deter- 
, mined that the debate upon this resolution should 
| terminate. Then, in the opinion of the Chair, it 


cannot be reported to the House until all the 
amendments pending, and which may be offered, 
shall be voted upon. The Chair overrules the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Ric anp- 
SON. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. From that decision | 
appeal, and demand tellers. nit 
he CHAIRMAN. The question is, Shall the 
decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of the 
House? Upon that question tellers are called for. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I desire to ask a single 
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question of the Chair: If it is in his remembrance, 
that a measure was carried out in committee the 
other day upon the motion of the gentleman from 
Georzia, (Mr. STEPHENS,] with precisely the same 
ecommendation f 
The CHAIRMAN. There wene no amend- 
ments if my recollection serves me. ‘The Chair 
has not a very distinct recollection of the cireum- 
etances attending that resolution, and would thank 
ventiemen to inform him, whéther or not debate 
had been terminated. 
Mr. DUNHAM. 
to such proceeding. 


Mr. STEPHENS. 


I 


There was then no objection 
It was by general consent. 
Debate had not yet termin- 


The CHAIRMAN. It is inthe recollection of 
the Chair, that the debate had not been terminated. 
A motion was made that the committee rise and 
report the resolution, with a recommendation to 
the House to dischagge the committee from its 
further consideration, 


it 


Mr. RICHARDSON. 
taken. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the im- 
pression further, that the proposition that the com- 
mittee rise was agreed to by unanimous consent. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. So much the stronger 
for my position. 

The CHAIRMAN. There was no objection 
to it. Dhere was also a suspension of all rules, 
and this resolution could be introduced into the 
House in the same way by unanimous consent. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I beg to cor- 
rect the Chair, and state the facts. I recollect them 
perfectly. My motion was first made, as a sug- 
sestion to the committee. No member persisted 
in taking a vote upon the pending amendment, 
and the committee permitted the question to be de- 
cided by tellers. {It was carried by one vote, and | 
you will see, by referring to the Globe, that no || 
member made objection. If any objection had 
been made, I should have withdrawn my motion. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. If there was no objec- 
tion, it but makes the precedent the stronger. If 
passion leads to it—— ; 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is not in 
order. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I want to correct the 
Chair as toone thing. There were amendments 
pending, and the question arose in the House, as 
to whether those amendments came with the ori- 
ginal proposition or not. It was decided that noth- 
ing came with the original resolution. The whole 
question was presented; and concurred in unani- 
mously by this House then, and ought to be now, 
I think. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Tlli- 
nois [Mr. Ricuarpson] appeals from the decision 
of the Chair, and upon that question tellers are 
demanded. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Carrrer and 
CaBeLt appointed; and the question being taken, 
the tellers reported—ayes 78, noes 44. : 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

The question recurring upon Mr. Meape’s 
amendment to the amendment, it was taken and 
decided in the negative. 

So the amendment to the amendment was not. 
agreed to. 

Mr. TUCK offered the following as an amend- 


ment to the amendment, to come in at the end 
1 
thereof: 


I think the Chair is mis- 


And it is hereby declared to be the judgment of this 
House, that the late intervention of Russia in the affairs of 
Hungary was a violation of the law of nations. 

Mr. T. said: That amendment expresses my 
sentiments, and | am for speaking them out here, 
let who may take offence. 

Mr. CARTTER. I would inquire of the Chair, 
whether that amendment is in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. Inthe opinion of the Chair, 
the amendment is not in order. 

Mr. SAVAGE. I wish to offer an amendment. 

Mr. TUCK. I have not yielded the floor yet. | 

The CHAIRMAN. Did the gentleman appeal 
from the decision of the Chair, declaring his amend- 
ment out of order? 

Mr. TICK. No, butI wanted to offer another 
amendment. 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s amend- || 
ment was decided out of order. P 

Mr. TUCK. But I offered another. 1] 
_The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman lost his 


right to the floor when the question, upon which | 
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| he obtained it, was ruled out of order, and conse- 


quently passed from before the committee. The 
teak has been assigned to the gentleman from 
Tennessee. 

Mr. SAVAGE then offered the following amend- 
ment to the amendment: 

Resolved, That Congress disapproves the political doc- 
trines of Louis Kossuth, in relation to the foreign policy of 
the United States, and that it is contrary to the practice of 
this Government and the spirit of the Constitution to pay 
mere personal compliments to individuals. 

Mr. SAVAGE said: Mr. Chairman, I had 
hoped to have passed through this unpleasant dis- 
cussion without detaining the House by any re- 
marks upon the subject. But I have felt it my 
duty to offer the amendment just read. It covers 
in brief the many reasons which have controlled 
my action relative to Kossuth. 

Far be it from me to entertain sentiments of 
hostility to the so-called great Hungarian. I wish 
every man on earth peace, glory, success, and 
contentment; nor shall I ever travel out of my 
path to lessen the honor of any man, no matter 
how unni@ited he may wear it. But whena ques- 
tion comes up in the line of my duty, no tempest- 
uous enthusiasm, no considerations of safety to 
myself, shall drive or deter me from expressing 
my honest and deliberate convictions. 

I cannot approve the political principles of the 
great Hungarian apostle, and there is nothing left 
for me to bow to. I have been taught to honor 
principles, not men; and especially will I fail to 
seek an occasion to pay an unusual compliment to 
a man advocating principles the practice of which 
will destroy the peace and glory of this proud 
Republic. I desire my acts and opinions to ac- 
cord with each other. 

** Whoever dares think one thing and another tell, 
My soul detests him as the gates of hell.’’ 

It is right to deal honestly with* Kossuth, and I 
confess | have not the ingenuity of paying a com- 
pliment to his person and a curse to his principles 
by the same act. Besides, [ am not sent here for 
either purpose. I am the Representative of a por- 
tion of the people of Tennessee. I have been 
sworn to support the Constitution of the United 
States, and am wiling to perish in a struggle for 
that purpose whenever an Almighty Providence 
shall so decree. I have not been sworn to sup- 
port the Constitution of Hungary, or to go upon 
a crusade for the world’s liberty; and [ am un- 
willing to peril the interests I have sworn to guard 
by an interference with the affairs of the European 
States. I aman American, and want no new light 
to shine upon my pathway in politics. The star 
of Washington has lost to my vision none of its 
charms or brillianey. It rose in glory with our 
Government, to shine eternal and unchanging upon 
our political horizon. My feet shall follow but 
one path, my eyes shall see but one light, although 
many others may glitter in the heavens. 

We all know that all the light above us is not 
useful or substantial. Although many be the stars 
that have shone upon man’s dark and dreary des- 
tiny, yet other lights have oftentimes come upon 
the heavens—not stars of eternity, or of the age or 
century, but airy, unsubstantial things—brilliant 
illusions, meteors of the moment, that have as- 
cended in the dark—we know not when or how— 
whose only glory is displayed in their fall. 

Sir, Lam content with the history of my Gov- 
ernment. It is a lesson of wisdom. l want no 
new apostle, new bible, or new faith. I would not 
alter a syllable of the pastif I could. I only hope 
the future may be like it. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I presume it is 


'a matter of very small consequence to the com- 


mittee what my position is in regard to this matter, 
and I do not state it because of its consequence, 


| but I ask that a little consideration may be given 
| to the few words which [ am about to utter. 


I have desired, from the outset of this discussion, 
to take no part whatever in it, but so to regulate 


my course as to bring the committee to a direct vote 


upon this resolution—the importance of which has 
been so much magnified—ifl order that we might 
settle it one way or the other. We began this 
contest last Monday week, when the resolution 


| was rejected, because it did not receive a two-thirds 


vote. The same was the case last Monday; and 
now we have been occupied with the subject all 
day Tuesday, all day Wednesday, and during the 
whole of yesterday. 

If we are going to grant this privilege as an act 
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of courtesy—and it is evident from the general ex- 
pression of the House, that if granted at all, it will 
be as a courtesy and not as an indorsement—let 
us do it atonece. My position in regard to this 
Matter has certainly not been an extravagant one 
on either side. I have been voting all along so as 
to bring us to a direct vote on the original reselu- 
tion; and whenever we reach that point I shall vote 
against the reception as proposed in that resolution. 
That is the position which | occupy. Now let us 
look at the position of the matter itself. The gen- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. Canrrrer] has offered a 
resolution that Kossuth shall be received by a 
committee; but, as I understand it, no one knows 
what is to be done when he shal! be so received; 
we do not know but that it might lead to his de- 
livering an address in this body, and thus sanction 
the implication that he was received here for that 
purpose, and that we indorsed his sentiments on 
the subject of intervention. There are, therefore, 
sound and rational objections to that resolution, 
as I think, if such a possibility exist. On the 
other hand, the substitute offered by the gentleman 
from North Carolina (Mr. Venasie) only pro- 
poses that Kossuth shall be admitted to a priv- 
ileved seat on this floor, as Father Mathew and 
other distinguished foreigners, among them the 
compatriots of Kossuth, have been. ‘To that, I be- 
lieve, no rational man can object. “But we cannot 
get to the vote on either of those propositions. 
Why? Because there are hundreds of amend- 
ments to the original resolution which 
perfected before the substitute can be voted on, 

I hope, therefore, that after this long debate, we 
may be permitted to have a cessation of amend- 
ments to the original resolutions, and may come 
to the substitute itself, to which gentlemen can of- 
fer such amendments as they desire. Butit seems 
to me, that it would be nich wiser and more ra- 
tional to have a vote upon the substitute at once. 
I candidly believe that it would be carried, for ap- 
preciating M. Kossuth, as we all do, I believe we 
should all be disposed to admit him toa privile red 
seat. 

Gentlemen must bear in mind, that we have de- 
bated this question, not only a the American 
public, but before the whole world; every kind of 
extravagant consideration connected with the sub- 
ject, has been brought in. I hope the Buncombe 
is now exhausted, and that after four days talking, 
we may be permitted to have a vote. 

The question was then taken upon My. Sav- 
AGE’s amendment to the amendment, and it was 
not agreed to. 

Mr. BRENTON offered the following amend- 
ment to the amendment, viz: 


must be 


Provided, further, That nothing contained in this resolu 
tion, or any action which may be had thereon, shall be so 
construed as to identify any member of this House, against 
his own will, with any of the principles advocated by 
Louis Kossuth. 

Mr. B. said: My object in offering this amend- 
ment is not to relieve myself but other gentlemen 
from the fears under which they labor, lest their 
votes should be wrongfully construed by the coun- 
try. By the adoption of that amendment every 
gentleman will, at once, be placed in a position 
where he can exercise his own private judgment, 
either for or against the principles which have 
been advocated by Louis Kossuth. 

It has fallen upon my ears most strangely when 
I have heard the arguments which have been ad- 
vanced and the declarations which have charac- 
terized this House since the beginning of this de- 
bate, that an act of courtesy, extended to Louis 
Kossuth personally, involves necessarily the adov- 
tion or recognition of the principles which he ad- 
vocates. If this position be correct, then when- 
ever we condescend to extend the common civili- 
ties of life to those who may differ in opinion from 
us, we adopt the sentiments which those individ- 
uals may entertain upon any great question what- 
soever. There is nothing more erroneous. We 
practice upon this principle every day in the ordi- 
nary business of life. Is it true, because I invite 
a neighbor to partake of the hospitalities of my 
house that I necessarily adopt all the abominable 
notions he may entertain upon any question what- 
ever? Suppose, for instance, the honorable gen- 
tleman from North Carolina [Mr. Sranty] should, 
under the influence of his known hospitality, ten- 
der to his distinguished friend from Ohio [Mr. 
Gippines] the hospitalities of his house: would it 

. be taken Ie granted that he had adopted the senti- 
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ments of that gentleman, and would the country 
become alarmed with the fear of his becoming a 
Free-Soiler? If so, they would come to that con- 
clusion against every principle of common sense. 
T'he most that could be made out of it would be 


this: that the gentleman- from North Carolina | 


had, in the kindness of his heart, thrown open 
his doors, and, while detesting the sins of the 
party, he loved the sinner. Mr. Chairman, I have 
sufficient confidence in the intelligence of the peo- 
ple of this country, and especially in that of the 
people whom I have the honor to represent. I 
helieve they will distinguish between the personal 
reception of this distinguished individual and the 
adoption of his principles. If Louis Kossuth had 
come to this country on his responsibility, by his 
own funds, as a private individual, I would be 
ready to do him honor, and the country would 
be ready to do him honor; for 1 know we are 
ready and willing to extend this honor to individ- 
uals of high rank from foreign countries, and we 
are especially willing to pay those honors to the 
poor aad downtrodden who have fled from for- 
eign despotism, when they shall land upon our 
shores; but we extend this honor to them without 
adopting their principles. 

Mr. MOORE, of Louisiana. I desire to say a 
few words to set myself right upon this question. 
I was originally in favor of this resolution, and Iam 
still in favor of it, beeause it is paying respect to a 
great principle of liberty which I recognize as re- 
publican. But although I am in favor of paying 
this tribute of respect, I have voted with the minor- 
ity in this committee, and [ cannot consider that 


a factious minority, as we are acting under the | 


rules and orders of this House, and those rules and 
orders are the statutes of this country—as much 
#0 as any other statutes until they are repealed. 
As I have stated, 1 have voted with the minority 
upon several occasions, because this resolution was 
introduced here m violation of the rules of the 
House, and in violation of the decisions of the 
honorable chairman of this committee, and there- 


fore I say that the minority were not acting fac- | 


nously. They were acting under the rules and 
erders of this House, and they have the right so 
to act. Though I had intended to vote for the 
resolution, yet | have voted with the minority, be- 
cause the rules of the House were violated by its 
introduction. With this explanation, I shall vote 
for the resolution, though 1 am opposed to inter- 
vention; and in voting for it I wish to be under- 
stood that I do not indorse the doctrines of Louis 
Kossuth. 


With this explanation I take my seat. 

Mr. GORMAN. I understand that centlemen 
are permitted to speak five minutes for and against 
an amendment, by a rule which was adopted du- 
ring the last Congress. I ask the Chair if I am 
right? 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman is corvect. 

Mr. GORMAN. Then the rule provides that 
one gentleman may be permitted to speak five min- 
utes in favor of the amendment, and another in 
opposition to it the same length of time. I rise 
to say, that I hope the Chairman will enforce this 
rule, and not allow two gentlemen to speak upon 
ove side of the same amendment. I hope the 
friends of the resolution will not speak at all. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Bren- 
ron’s amendment to the amendment, and it was 
not agreed to. 


Mr. POLK offered the following amendment: 


When the Committee on Foreign Affairs shall report, all | 
who wish will have an opportunity to speak on the subject | 


of intervention, 


The CHAIRMAN. That amendment is not 
in order. ; 

Mr. POLK. Upon what ground does the 
chairman rule my amendment out of order? 

‘The CHAIRMAN. Upon the ground of irrel- 
evancy. " 

Mr. POLK. Then I move to strike out in the 
amendment the word ‘ distinguished;’’ not that I 
am not willing to award to Kossuth all the honor 
to which he is entitled, but I do it for the purpose 
of enabling me to express my views upon this 


eer If I understand it correctly, the Presi- || the motives by which they were governed. Gov- 


I shall support the same policy—the | 
policy of Washington—in relation to intervention, | 
which has always been supperted by this Con- | 
gress since the foundation of this Government. | 
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: we tee at 
record, Congress passed a resolution inviting him 


here. Here is a double duty. The President 
first, and Congress afterwards sanctioning the Exe- 
cutive power. And not only that, but an Ameri- 
ean vessel is sent to bear him to our shores. 
lands here and becomes the nation’s guest. He 
comes to Washington; and what does Congress 
do? It says, “Mr. Kossuth, your sentiments are 
such that we cannot receive you in our delegated 
capacity.”” No. You pass a resolution three or 


four days after the beginning of the present Con- | 


gress in which you invite him to the capital of 
the country. And now, how does the case stand? 


Kossuth is here by the invitation of this House, | 
with but sixteen votes in the negative—for I re- | 
member the yeas and nays were called—but six- | 
teen were found to vote against giving to the great |) 
Magyar a reception worthy of himself and the | 


cause in which his country has fallen. By your 


own invitation he stands at your portals, and | 


what are you doing? You are consulting whether 
you will receive him or not. You invité a guest, 


and then call a family circle to discuss the propri- | 


ety of receiving him. Kossuth isin the@ty. Heis 
we are debating the question as to whether we 


will receive him! Gentlemen upon the other side 


because we dare to exercise our rights. Sir, we 


dare to proclaim them factionists, and we dare to || 
We have done noth- | 
1 belong to that major- | 


stand by the consequences. 
ing to elicit this charge. 

ity, and I will give my vote for any reception 
which I may deem proper and just; and that 
minority must understand that I will not share in 


|any opprobrium or epithets of that character. 
When they fling stones of that kind they must | 


take care that they do not—— 

{Here the himmer fell. } 

Mr. ROBINSON. Mr. Chairman, I hope that 
we shall soon come to a vote upon this question; 
and I know if I do not get the floor now, some 
one else will, to fill out the five minutes that would 


be appropriated in opposition to the amendment of | 


the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr.Porx.] Ido 
not know that my opinions are of any consequence 
here or elsewhere, upon this question. And | have 


no solicitude whatever, sir, as to what conclusion | 


may be drawn from my vote, in favor of this 
resolution to receive Governor Kossuth—none 
whatever. I shall not travel out of my way for 
the rurpose of making a declaration to Russia, If 
you interfere again in the affairs of Hungary there 
will be nodanger from us. If there were no other 
reason in the world why I would refuse to make 
such a declaration, it would be that, and thatalone, 
that while it would palsy the arms of patriots 


struggling for liberty, it would nerve the arm of | 
Gen- | 


the tyrant that is now stretched over them. 
tlemen say they are as much the friends of Kos- 
suth and his causeas weare. I shall not question 


of their opposition is? 1 
upon this floor talked about incorporating a prin- 
cipleupon that simple resolution? Were they the 
friends of this resolution? No, sir; but the enemies 


of it, who, looking far into the future for something | 


to embarrass us, must go out of their way to de- 


clare that they will or will not do thus and so. | 


Sir, | had just as leave, and rather, that Russia 


to interfere. I will not say what I would do, but 
it seems to me he is not a wise statesman who, 


danger that surrounds the future—who, without 
knowing anything about what governments we 
may get into difficulty with, or what embarrass- 
ments may result to our commercial relations, or 
what the extent of our interests involved, yet goes 
out of the way to try his hand upon a principle 
of that kind. Sir, I hope the friends of this reso- 
lution will cease offering amendments; for if we 
cease offering them, the five minute speeches will 
soon be ended. 
talk alone and take* the consequences. 
I am concerned, I am not so much mystified as 
some others at the result. The country can know 


| just as well, whether this resolution pass or not, | 


who were and who were not in favor of it, and 


ernor Kossuth himself is too intelligent not to 


| . : 
by resort to parliamentary maneuvres 
| defeated. 


He |} 


If the gentleman will allow me 


| in good faith. 
of the House have indulged in epithets, and have || 
even used the word ‘‘falsehood”’ to the majority, 


| express a judgment pro or con. 
without knowing anything about the extent of the | 


Let the enemies of the resolution | 
So far as | sl 
) never have been shown to any living man. 1! 
is the will of his friends to vote him an invitation 
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that it ig 
A Voice. Two to one cannot suspend th 
rules. r 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, 


(interrupting ) 


Mr. ROBINSON. I cannot be interrupted in 
a five-minute speech. The gentleman has } 4 
two or three speeches. The gentleman from Ge, 
gia bases his opp@Sition upon the rules, and 4} i. 
if we set them aside, we are in a revolution. io 
not every gentleman know, who has been here » 
sufficient length of time, that nothing js shies 
common than that when a majority desires, they 
override the rules? ’ 

{Here the Chairman’s hammer fell.] 

The question was then taken upon the amend. 
ment offered by the gentleman from Tennessee 
{[Mr. Poxx,] and it was rejected. ; 

Mr. BROWN, of Missigsippi, offered the foj. 
lowing amendment: 


And be it understood, that the House of Representatives 
declines at this time to express any opinion as to whethor 


tT. 


| this Government will or will not interfere in the wars that 
under the very portals of your Capitol, ¢ nd here }| 


may hereatter occur between other nations. 


Mr. BROWN. I have offered this amendmen: 
The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair is of opinion 


that the amendment is not strictly in order. |, 
does not connect itself with the resolution. 


Mr. BROWN. I will change the resolution so 
that it will read in this manner: i 

Be it understood, that the House of Representatives 
declines at this time to express any Opinion as to whether 
this Government will or will not be indifferent to the doe- 
trines of Kossuth. 

I offer this amendment in good faith. When, 
a little more than twelve months ago, I voted to 
send a national ship to bear this distinguished 
man to our shores, I did it, sir, that he might 
come here in the character of an emigrant, | 
never dreamed—as I am sure no member of the 
last Congress ever dreamed—that he was coming 
here as a propagandist of new doctrines. I ap- 
peal to every member of this Congress, who was 
a member of the last House of Representatives, 


| if any member supposed he was coming here upon 


any such mission? The first we hear of his in- 
tentions was in one of his English speeches—I 


| think in his Southampton speech—when for the 
| first time he made it known that he was coming 
|| to procure the intervention of this Government in 


the struggles that were going on in the Old World. 
I do not desire that our action here, either in in- 
viting this distinguished man to this country, or 
inviting him to come to take a seat within the bar 
of this House, shall be construed into any ex- 
pression of opinion upon the subject of his doc- 
trine of intervention. And why? I can very 
readily imagine that in the progress of human 


| events a case may arise in which it may become 
|, important for this Government to interfere. No 
their motives; but let me ask them what the effect | 


Who are they who first | 


such case has, in my judgment, arisen yet. But 
I would not, by saying that we never would inter- 


| fere, cut ourselves off from the possibility of do- 


ing so if a case should arise. So much has been 
said upon this subject, not only by that distin- 
. . r . ~ 
guished man himself, but by his friends in Con- 
gress and out of it, that the inference may be drawn 
that we either intend to indorse his doctrines upon 


|| the one side, or that we do not upon the other. 
should infer from our action here that we intended | 


that, in my judgment, it is imperative upon us to 
say whether, in our action here, we do intend to 
Surely this can- 
not wound the sentiment of the distinguished Gov- 


| ernor of Hungary. But whether it does or does 


not, we are here the representatives of the Amer- 
ican people, not responsible to Kossuth, but to the 
people of this country—responsible for the exer- 


| cise of an important trust, and the manner In 


which we shall exercise it will have an important 
bearing upon the present and future peace an 

prosperity of the country. I have done nothing, 
and I shall do nothing captiously. . | am willing to 
do all proper honors to this distinguished man, but 


I am not prepared to show him such nee 
1 


within the bar of this House, when we have suffi- 
ciently discussed the question to show to the 
American people that we do not intend to indorse 


ent of the United States directed our diplomatic _ his doctrine, then I am willing to withdraw oppo- 
agent at Constantinople to invite Kossuth to this | know, that though this resolution may not pass, | sition and invite him in. But you cannot po 
country. Three days after, if I understand the || that there are two to one in favor, and that it is || this distinguished man from the great principles he 
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avows. What does he tell you every day? He 
here to procufe the recognition of a great national 
principle. And this is the shield which he bears 


between himself and the American people, from 
day to day." No man, I undertake to say, can ap- 


yroach him except through this shield. You must | 


indorse his doctrines, or he seeks no intercourse 
with you. I am for saying, #n the language of 
that amendment, that we neither indorse nor refuse 
to enforce his doctrines at this time, reserving any 
such question until a Po case shall arise. 
Mr. FOWLER. 

ose of making adive minutes speech, but to ask 
the friends of the resolution to abstain from speak- 


ing. Lam in favor of the resolution, but not any | 
amendment. ‘The gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. | 
Gorman,] who last spoke, requested the friends | 


of the resolution not to offer amendments. I re- 


quest them not to = speeches of five minutes || 


in answer to amendments. That is all I have to 
say. Let us have the question. 


Mr. SWEETSER demanded tellers upon the | 


question; which were ordered; and Mr. Venas_e 
and Mr. Fow er appointed. 


The question being taken upon the amendment, 
there were in the affirmative 53, and in the nega- | 


tive 56—no quorum voting. 


Mr. CLEVELAND asked to have a recount. 


The CHAIRMAN stated that by unanimous | 


consent there might be a recount. 
Mr. STEPHENS objected. 
[Cries of ** Call the roll!’’ ** Call the roll!’’} 


The roll was then called, and the names of the | 
absentees noted; the committee rose, and the | 
Speaker having resumed the chair, the chairman | 


of the committee reported the facts to the House, 
with the names of the absentees. 

A quorum being present, the committee resumed 
its session. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I move that the committee 


rise. Let us adjourn. I never saw a minority | 


fail to beat in this House—we have tried it often. 
It is not worth while to keep up the struggle. 


The question was then taken; and it was agreed || 


to. 
The committee rose, and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the chairman of the committee 
reported that the Committee of the Whole had 


had the state of the Union generally under consid- | 


eration, but came to no conclusion thereon. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I believe I will make a | 
privileged motion, that when the House adjourns, | 


it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

[Cries of ** No!’’ ** No!” * No!” 

Mr. CLEVELAND demanded the yeas and 
nays; but they were not ordered. 


The question was then taken on the adoption of 


the resolution, and on division there were—ayes 
91, noes 58. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ORR moved that the House adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman with- 
draw that motion, to enable the Chair to dispose 
of some Executive documents ? 

Mr. ORR withdrew his motion. 

CASE OF J. S. THRASHER. 
Tothe House of Representatives: 


As a further answer to the resolution of the House of Rep- 
resentatives of the 15th ultimo, calling for information re- 


specting the imprisonment, trial, and sentence of John 8. | 
Thrasher in the Island of Cuba, | transmit another report | 


from the Secretary of State. 
MILLARD FILLMORE. 

Wasuinoton, January 2, 1852. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the communication 
and accompanying documents be referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, and printed. 

Mr. FLOYD moved to amend the motion, by 
adding thereto these words: 


And that the Committee on Foreign Affairs be instruct- 


ed to wait upon Louis Kossuth, and introduce him to 
this House. 


On that motion, he asked the previous question. 


The SPEAKER ruled the amendment out of | 


order, 


The question was then taken on Mr. Bayty’s 


motion, and it was agreed to. 


So the communication was referred to the Com- 


mittee on Foreign Affairs. 


MEXICAN INDEMNITY. 
To the House of Representatives : 


| transmit, herewith, a copy of a letter of the 26th instant, || 
addressed to the Secretary of State by the contractors for 


HE CONGR 


| 
says, Lam not here to be complimented. Iam |, 


do not rise even for the pur- | 


paying the next installment due to Mexico, pursuant to the 





an immediate appropriation by Congress of the money ne- 
cessary for that purpose, 
MILLARD FILLMORE, 
Wasuineton, December 29, 1851. 
|| - On motion of Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, the 
||} communication was referred to the Committee of 
|, Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


CLAIM OF THE STATE OF MARYLAND. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 


communication from the Treasury Department, 
transmitting, in compliance with the resolution of 
the House of the 17th instant, a statement of tlie 
| accounts between the United States and the State 
of Maryland for advances made by said State 
during the war; also, for advances made to aid in 
the erection of the Capitol. 
Mr. WALSH. I introduced the resolution 
|| calling for that information, and I am instructed 
by the agent of the State of Maryland, Colonel 
| Howard, to ask that the subject-matter of that 
communication be referred to a select committee. 
I move tt it be soreferred. The communication 
relates to a claim of one of the States of this Union, 
and I hope there will be no objection to the refer- 
eiice to a select committee. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to refer the 
|| communication to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and that it be printed. ; 

The question being rst taken upon Mr. Jongs’s 
motion, it was agreed to. 
So the communication was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
printed. 


DEFICIENCY ESTIMATES. 
| The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 


communication from the Navy Department, sub- 

|| mitting estimates for the deficiencies in the appro- 

| priations under the control of that department, for 
the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1852, amounting 

to $219,888 94. 

| On motion by Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, the 


Ways and Means. 
] RELATIVE RANK OF SURGEONS. 
j 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the Medical Institution of 
|| Charleston, relative to relative rank for the sur- 
|| geons in the Army and Navy. 
|| Mr. FITCH moved that the memorial be re- 
|| ferred to a select committee. 

Mr. BISSELL. It seems to me that that me- 
|| morial might with propriety go either to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs or to the Committee on 
|| Naval Affairs. move its reference to the Com- 

mittee on Military Affairs. 
| Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I would sug- 
|| gest to the gentleman that neither of those com- 
|| mittees is composed of doctors, and this memorial 

should go to a committee of doctors. 

Mr. FITCH. If gentlemen will examine that 

memorial they will see that there is no standing 
|| committee to which it can gone? be referred; | 
|| hope, therefore, that it will go to a select com; 
mittee. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Does not that communication 
refer to the subject of rank in the Navy? 

Mr. FITCH. In part, only. 

Mr. BISSELL. It refers also to rank in the 
Army. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I would sug- 


| gest that so much of the communication as refers 


|, Committee on Military Affairs. . 

Mr. BISSELL. I will modify my motion in 
that way. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Bissexu’s 
| motion, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. ORR, It has been suggested to me that 
there is a portion of that communication that has 
not been referred by the action just taken by the 
House, and therefore I think that the motion of 


the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Frren,} to re- | 


fer the communication to a select committee was 
the proper one. 
| The SPEAKER. After reading the paper, the 
|| Chair is of the opinion that the whole of it has 
|| been referred to the appropriate committees. 


| 


|| the House then adjourned. 


treaty of Gaudalupe Hidalgo, representing the necessity of || 


communication was referred to the Committee of 


to relative rank in the Navy be referred to the | 
Naval Committee; and that so much as relates to | 
the same subject in the Army, be referred to the 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, | 
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PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were preeented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 


By Mr. WASHBURN: The petition of Josiah Smith and 
204 others, of Bangor; Maine, for land reform. 


Also, the petition of Joseph Webb, for increase of pen- 
sion. 

By Mr. SCUDDER: The petition of Thomas Hilliard 
and others, citizens of Massachusetts, for the erection of a 
breakwater at Dennis, in Barnstable Bay. 

By Mr. MASON: The petition of J. Decret, for bounty 
land for E. 'Thoron’s heirs. 

By Mr. HARPER: The petition of Joshea Dickerson and 
124 other citizens of Guernsey county, Ohio, praying that 
the employment of chaplains in the Navy, Army, and Con- 
gress, may hereafter be dispensed with. 

Also, that the petition and papers of George W. Cassiday, 
on file in the office of the Clerk, be referred to the Commit 
tee on Pensions. 

ty Mr. MANN: The memorial of the Religious Society 
of Friends of New England, praying for a repeal of the fugi- 
tive slave law. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpary, January 5, 1852. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. Burier. 

Mr. MANGUM. At the request of divers 
persons, I desire the consideration of the Senate 
while I submit a motion which I hope will pass 
with unanimity. It is to suspend the rules of the 
Senate so far as to admit ladies behind the bar of 
the Senate Chamber. 

Gentleman can at any time call and see the 
illustrious stranger whom we are to receive to- 
day; but if ladies are not now gratified, another 
occasion may not perhaps be presented to them. 
I hope there will be no objection to my motion. 

The PRESIDENT. ‘The motion cannot be 
received except by unanimous consent. 

There being no objection the motion was re- 
ceived and agreed to. 

A great number of ladies were then admitted, 
filling all the space without the bar. The circular 
gallery was occupied exclusively by ladies from 
an early hour; and the usual occupants of the Re- 
porters’ Gallery were placed in adilemma between 
duty and gallantry. Gallantry was triumphant; 
and any imperfections in the reports of the pro- 
ceedings—any defects in the history of this day’s 
transactions—will meet with charitable consider- 
ation wherever gallantry, their cause, has po- 
tency. 

In the group of gentlemen present several for- 
eign embassies had their representatives. Amongst 
them were three attaches of the British Legation. 
The Secretary of the Interior, the Hon. A. H. H. 
Stuart, the Attorney General, the Hon. John J. 
Crittenden, and probably other Cabinet officers, 
were in the crowd of ex-senators, members, and 
ex-members of the House of Representatives, and 
other distinguished’ gentlemen. 


THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, was read as fol- 
lows: 

Mr. Prestpent: The House of Representatives, in com- 
pliance with the provisions of the act to establish the 
Smithsonian Institution for the increase and diffusion of 
knowledge among men, have appointell Mr. Cotcoc K, 
Mr. Fircn, and Mr. Meacuam, Regents on their part. 


PETITIONS. 

Mr. McRAE presented a petition of the late 
and present land officers at Jackson, Mississippi, 
praying compensation for locating military boun- 
ty land warrants; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. MASON presented the petition of H. M. 
Bell and David Points, assistant marshals in ta- 
king the Seventh Census, of Augusta county, 
|| Virginia, praying additional compensation; which 
|, was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. BRODHEAD presented a memorial of 
citizens of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, praying 
for an appropriation for the erection of piers and 
harbors of the Delaware river and bay; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, a petition of John H. Parker and sixty 
other citizens of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing the enactment of a law to prohibit the intro- 
duction into the ports of the United States of 

| foreign convicts, felons, and paupers; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. MALLORY presented a petition of the 
underwriters of the city of Boston, Maszgachu- 
setts, praying the reconstruction of the light- 

| house on Sand Key, on the coast of Florida; which 
| was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
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of Benjamin Arnold, praying compensation for 
damages done to his property by the enemy during 
the last war with Great Britain; which was refer- 
red to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. COOPER presented a memorial of citizens 
of Huntingdon county, Pennsylvania, praying 
that the transportation of the mails on the Sabbath 
may be prohibited by law; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 

Also, three memorials of merchants of Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania, praying for an appropria- 
tion for the erection of piers and harbors in the 
Delaware river and bay; which was referred to | 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented a memorial of 
citizens of the United States, praying that the office | 
of Chaplain in the public service may be abol- 
ished; which was referred to the Committee on | 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. FELCH presented six petitions of citizens 
of Michigan, praying a grant of public land to 
the Zilwaukie Grand Traverse and Mackinaw 
Plank Road Company, to aid in the construction 
of their road; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Also, a memorial of the Board of Education of 
the State of Michigan, praying a grant of land to | 
that State for the use of the State Normal School, 
equivalent in value to the land originally granted 
for that purpose, of which the State has been de- | 
prived; which was referred to the Committee on | 
Public Lands. | 

Mr. NORRIS presented the petition of John 
Clark, praying that a contract may be entered 
into with him for rebuilding the light-house on 
Minot’s Ledge, near Boston harbor; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented a peti- | 
tion of citizens of Middletown, Wisconsin, pray- | 
ing a change in the laws providing for the sale of 
the public lands; which was referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Public Lands. 


Mr. ATCHISON presented the petition of John- | 


son Lykins, praying compensation for services as | 
physician for the Osage river band of Pottawat- | 
omie Indians; which was referred to the Com- 

mittee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa, presented a memorial of 

the people of Iowa, assembled in convention at | 
lowa City, praying a grant of public land to aid | 
in the construction of the Dubuque and Keokuck, | 
and the Davenport and Council Bluffs railroads; | 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. BUTLER presented a memorial of the | 


Charleston Chamber of Commerce, praying that 


a light-boat and fog bell may be placed on the | 
shoals east of Cape Roman, on the coast of South | 


Carolina; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 





PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 


Ordered, That the three petitions of inhabitants of Sedg- | 
wick, Maine, on the files of the Senate, in relation to a port 
of entry at that place, be referred to the Committee on Com- | 
merce. 


On motion by Mr. NORRIS, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of A. A. Frazier and Alvin | 


Baker, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims 


On motion by Mr. BELL, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Joseph Byrd, on the files of 
the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. WHITCOMB gave notice that he should | 
ask leave to introduce a bill granting lands to aid | 


in the construction of a railroad, with right of way, 
from La Fayette, Indiana, by way of Peoria, Illi- 


nois, and Burlington, Iowa, to the Missouri | 


river. 


Mr. GWIN gave notice that he should ask leave | 
to introduce a bill to suppress Indian hostilities in | 


the State of California and Territory of Oregon, to 


establish an Assistant Commissioner *of Indian | 


Affairs for the Pacific coast, and for other pur- 
poses. 

Mr. MORTON gave notice that he should ask 
leave to introduce a bill granting the right of way 
and a donation of land to aid in the construction 
of a plank road from the city of Pensacola, in 
Florida, to the town of Montgomery, in Alabama. 

Mr. RUSK gave notice that he should ask leave 
to introduce a joint resolution authorizing the | 
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Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented the petition 


| ~ . 
| Postmaster General to contract for the placing of 


an ice-boat on the Potomac river. 


| Mr. MALLORY gave notice that he should ask 


| leave to introduce a bill to be entitled **A bill for 
| the relief of Kennedy and Darling.’’ 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. FELCH, agreeably to previous notice, 
| asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill grant- 
| ing to the State of Michigan the right of way and 
| a donation of public lands for the purpose of con- 
| structing a canal or railroad across the peninsula 
of Michigan: which was read a first and second 
| time by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
| Public Lands. 
| Healso asked and obtained leave to introduce 
| a bill to establish an additional land office in Mich- 
| igan; which was read a first and second time by 
| its title, and referred to the Committee on Public 


| Lands. 


| Mr. SEBASTIAN, agreeably to previous no- 
| tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
| for the redemption of certain aS 
| which was read a first and second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES, 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill to 
| errant to the city of Burlington, in Iowa, the land 
heretofore reserved between that city and the Mis- 
sissippi river, reported back the same without 
amendment. 
| Mr. UNDERWOOD. The Committee on Pub- 
| lic Lands have, after considerable labor, prepared 
an amendment which they have instructed me to 
offer to the Senate bill, providing for the as- 
| signability of land warrants. Il ask that it may be 
received informally, and ordered to be printed. It 
was received and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee of 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of A. 
S. Williamson, submitted an adverse report; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Allen G. Johnson, sub- 
mitted a report, accompanied by a bill for his re- 
lief. 

The bill was read and passed to a second read- 
ing, and the report was ordered to be printed. 


PRIVATE BILLS. 


The bill for the relief of Sidney A. Allcott, was 
read a second time and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. The object of the bill is to 
allow him to enterland in Michigan, for which in 
1836 he paid $200, but neglected to enter. The 
bill was reported’to the Senate, and was ordered 
to be engrossed and read a third time. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Judith 
Worthen, deceased, was read a second time, and 
the Senate proceeded to consider it as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

It provides that the Secretary of War be au- 
thorized and required to pay out of any money in 
the Treasury, not otherwise appropriated, to the 


\*heirs of Judith Worthen, deceased, widow of 


Isaac Worthen, late a revolutionary pensioner, 
such sum as she, if now living, would be enti- 
tled to receive under the act of July 7th, 1838. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I would ask if there is 
any report on this bill ? 

he PRESIDENT. A report was made at a 
former session, but not at this session. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I would like to hear it 
read. 

The report of the Committee on Pensions was 
read. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I trust that the objections 
in the mind of the Senator from Kentucky will 
be relieved by the reading of the report. It ap- 
pears that the pensioner in this case was entitled 
to a five years’ pension under theact of 1838; that 
the proofs were duly filed in the office of the‘Com- 
missioner of Pensions; but owing to the press of 
business in that office there was some delay in the 
decision of the case. This delay cut off the 
claim. The pensioner was equitably entitled to 
a pension under the provisions of the act of 1838. 
f have had occasion to look into the case, and I 
think there is no valid objection to the bill. I hope 
the Senator from Kentucky will make no objection. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I have made no ob- 
jection. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
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amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for 
third reading, 

A bill authorizing Victor Moras¢ to relinquish 
certain lands, and to enter the same quantity el; 
where, was read a second time and considered ag 
in Committee of the Whole. No amendment beleie 
made thereto, it was reported to the Senate and 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 

The Senate proceeded to consider as in Co; 
tee of the Whole the following bills: 

A bill for the relief of Charles Melrose; and 

A bill granting a pension to Sally F. Floyd 
widow of George R. C. Floyd, late a Lieuteyia 
Colonel in the Army of the United States; and po 
amendment being made thereto, they were report. 
ed to the Senate. 

Ordered, That they be engrossed and read a third time. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Com. 
mittee of the Whole, the bill to revive a portion of 
an act for the relief of the widows of deceased go). 
diers. 

It had been reported back from the Committee 
on Military Affairs with an amendment, 

Mr. DAWSON. I ask that it be passed over 
for the present. {[t requires some investigation, 

Mr. BORLAND. = L hope it will not be passeq 
over. It has been before the Senate the last few 
sessions, and has not been passed because it has 
never been properly reached. It is a bill of creat 
merit, and [ hope the Senate will now consider 
and act upon it. 

Mr. DAWSON. The bill will give rise to dis. 
cussion. I move to lay it on the table. 

Mr. BORLAND. i must ask the yeas and 
nays upon that motion. ; 

Mr. DAWSON. My object is not to oppose 
the bill, but to have an opportunity to look into 
the facts. 

Mr. BORLAND. If the Senator will withdraw 
the motion I will explain the merit of the bill. 

Mr. DAWSON. I withdraw it. 

Mr. BORLAND. It is a proposition to revive 
that portion of the act of 1816 which granted five 
years’ half pay to the widows of soldiers who died 

| in the service, or of wounds incurred in conse- 
quence of service, in the war of 1812. There are 
but few of those widows now remaining. ‘There 
are no minor children entitled to benefit under the 
| provisions of the act of 1816, and but very few 
widows. Those widows are old and many of 
them destitute. There now remain but a small 
remnant of the widows of those gallant men who 
fell in defence of their country in the war of 1812, 
or who died of disease contracted in that war. 
This is a bill, which it appears to me, appeals not , 
only to the sympathies but to the sense of justice 
of every one. tt is impossible to ascertain the 
precise number of those widows now-remaining, 
| because when the five years expired—that is in 
1821—all these persons passed off the pension 
roll. The attempt, therefore, to obtain informa- 
tion from the Pension Office, as to their number, 
fails. The Pension Office cannot give the inform- 
| ation, but any one who will look into the matter 
will perceive that there can be but very few of 
those widows remaining. So far as my knowl 
| edge extends, most of them are very poor. Some 
| of them are infirm. I know in my own State 
| some one or two only, and I learn from others 
| that there are very few in any of the States. | 
' hope, therefore, the Senator will not make a mo- 
| tion to lay the bill on the table, but will let it be 
passed. , 
Mr. DAWSON. I would ask whether the bill 
proposes that the pensions shall be from 1521 to 
| the present time, or shall commence after the 
| passage of this act? 
| Mr. BORLAND. If the Senator will let the 
bill be read, he will see what are its provisions. 

The bill was read accordingly. It provides that 
so much of the act of April 16, 1816, entitled 

|**An act making further provision for military 
| services during the late war, and for other pur- 

| poses,” as applies to the widows of deceased 
soldiers, and which expired by limitation five 
| years after the passage of that act, should be 
thereby revived and extended during the natural 
life of any widow therein described. ’ 

Mr. DAWSON. I perceive that that bill grants 
a thirty years’ pension to all these widows that 

‘are living; and according to the practice which 
| has prevailed, I suppose that the children of all 
| who have died in the mean time will claim up 
| the time of the death of their parent. 
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ir. BORLAND. I would say to the Senator || 
that such is not my™understanding of the pro- || 
yisions of the bill. l understand it to apply from 
the passage of the act. That is the view of the 
c smmittee. It does not grant a thirty years’ pen- 


he, DAWSON. I think that the construction 

of the bill is contrary to that given by the Senator 

from Arkansas. I think it gives a pension for 

thirty Years. I move to lay it upon the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 


JUDICIAL SYSTEM IN NEW MEXICO. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the motion 
ybmitted by Mr. Borier, on the 2d instant, to 
reconsider the vote referring to the Committee on 
the Judiciary the bill to amend the act entitled 
« An act proposing to the State of Texas_the es- 
tablishment of her northern and western bounda- 
ries, the relinquishment by said State of all terri- 
tory claimed by her exterior to said boundaries, 
and of all her claims upon the United States, and 
» establish a territorial government for the terri- 
ory of New Mexico,” approved September 9, 
1850; and the motion was agreed to. 

Ordered, That the bill be referred to the Committee on 
Territones. 

. PRIVATE CLAIMS. 

Mr. DOWNS. I move to postpone the prior 
special orders, in order to take up the bill for the 
relief of William Darby. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

It provides that there shall be paid to William 
Darby the sum of $1,500, in full compensation for 
jabor and materials furnished in surveying and 
making a map of the Territory of Louisiana in 
the years 1812 and 1813. 

Mr. DOWNS. I wish to state very briefly to 
the Senate the merits of this bill. It was intro- 
duced during the last Congress, and referred to a 
select committee, as it could not be referred to any 
of the standing committees with propriety. The 
present Secretary of the Treasury (Mr. Corwin) 
was chairman of that select committee. A favora- 
ble report was made, and the bill passed the Sen- 
ate, but failed in the House of Representatives, as 
many private bills did. It proposes compensation 
for very important services rendered by this dis- 
tinguished geographer, William Darby, atan early 
day in exploring what was then a new country, || 
now Louisiana and Arkansas. For that service he 
contended, and the committee considered, that he 
was entitled to this very moderate and reasonable 
compensation. I hope, therefore, that there will || 
be no objection to the bill. 

A committee reported a much larger sum for 
services of less value formerly; and this bill was 
not seriously opposed before. It then passed the 
Senate, and I hope it will pass again without op- 
position. Mr. Darby is now a very old man, 
maintaining himself by his own labor in a subor- 
dinate office under the Government. 

The PRESIDENT interposed, and the honor- 
able Senator yielded the floor, it being understood 
that the distinguished guest of the Senate was 
about to enter. 

On motion by Mr. DOWNS, the bill was laid 
on the table. 


RECEPTION OF LOUIS KOSSUTH. 

At one o’clock the doors of the Senate Chamber 
were thrown open, and Governor Kossuth, sup- 
ported by the committee appointed by the Senate 
to introduce him, the Hon. James Surevps, the 
Hon. Wm. H. Sewarp, and the Hon. Lewrs 
Cass, entered and advanced within the bar, the 
Senate rising to receive them. 

The suite of Governor Kossuth, in military uni- 
forms, were grouped below the bar. 

Mr. SHIELDS addressed the President, as fol- 
Ows: 

“Mr. President, we have the honor to introduce 
Louis Kossuth to the Senate of the United States.” 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore then addressed 
him, as follows: 

‘Louis Kossuth, I welcome you to the Senate of 
the United States. The committee will conduct 


you to the seat which I have caused to be prepared 
for you.” 


s 


t 
t 
t 


He was then conducted to a chair in front of the || 
|| The SPEAKER. Some days ago a resolution 


President’s desk, and seated with the Committee 
of the Senate. 


Mr. MANGUM rose some time afterwards and | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL | 


To the Editor of the Congressional Globe: 





said: Mr. President, with a view of affording Sen- 
ators an opportunity of paying their respects to 


| our illustrious guest, | move that the Senate do 


now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT then descended to the floor 
of the Senate, and was introduced to Governor 
Kossuth by the committee. The other Senators 
were also severally introduced; afler which gen- 
tlemen and ladies present in great numbers sought 
the same gratification. Amongst the incidents of 
the levee, it may be mentioned that when the mar- 
tial figure of General Houston approached Kossuth, 
there appeared to be a special attraction in the per- 
son of the hero of San Jacinto. The introduction 
having been made, the follwing brief but expres- 
sive dialogue ensued: 

Mr. HOUSTON. Sir, you are welcome to the 
Senate-of the United States. 

M. KOSSUTH. I can only wish I had been | 
as successful as you, sir. : 

Mr. HOUSTON. God grant that you may 
yet be so. 

Subsequently the distinguished stranger was 
conducted to the Vice President’s room, to which 
we President pro tem. and Senators retired with 
iam, 


Senate CHaMBer, January 2, 1852. 


Dear Sir: You will find me reported, in the proceedings 
of the Senate to-day, as voting against laying the memorial 
of “The Industrial Congress of the city of New York” 
upon the table. I write this by way of explanation, lest the 
mere vote, without remark, may be misunderstood. I voted 
against laying the memorial on the table, and would have 
voted for its reference to the Committee on Foreign Rela- | 
tions, not that [ favor the views or wishes of the memorial 
ists, but because I regard this movement of theirs as one of 
a series which is now in rapid progress of development, 
the effect of which, if favored by Congress, is to involve us 
in the political affairs of other countries, in a way and toan 
extent not intended or recognized by the Constitution, and 
which, in my opinion, can end only in changing the char 
acter of our Government, and bringing ruin upon our coun- 
try. Such movements, threatening, as I believe, great evil 
to the country, should be met and arrested (so far as Con 
gress may be able to arrest them) at the threshold. To give 
them the go-by, by laying the proposition to consider them 
upon the table, is, in my opinion, but to cover the flame at 
a single point of its exhibition, with the certain effect of 
stimulating and encouraging the efforts of those whose 


| vocation seems to be to pile fuel upon the fires of its source. 


I am for meeting the evil at once, by referring its consider- 
ation to an appropriate committee, and, when their report 
should be brought in, by expressing the sense of the Sen- 
ate, by an emphatic vote, upon the merits of the whole 
question. 

I am one of those who believe that our Government was 
formed, and we, the representatives of those who formed it, 


| were sent here for the sole and exclusive purpose of legis 


lating for the promotion of American interests. I find no 


| authority in the Constitution under which I hold my seat 


here, and which alone prescribes and limits my duties and 
powers, to do anything else; and in the teachings and ad 
monitions of the *‘ Father of his Country,’’ and of those 
wise men who coéperated with him in framing and adimin 
istering the Government, [ find the highest and strongest 
considerations, if additional ones were needed, for keeping 
within these well-defined and sacred limits. 

As individuals, we may righfully sympathize with whom 
we please; and [ would remove every legal barrier which 
now prevents the citizens of our country, as individuals, 
from manifesting any sympathy they may feel for any man 
or any cause, by deeds as well as words. But as public 
functionaries, deriving all our duties and powers solely and 
exclusively from the Constitution, which we have sworn to 
support, I hold that American interests and American citi 
zeus alone can claim our official interference and protec- 
tion. When we undertake to go beyond these limits, in my 
opinion we usurp powers which were never conferred upon 
us, and enter upon a career which can end only in ruin to 
those whose interests we were appointed to take care of. 

{ hope, ang doubt not, an opportunity will soon occur 
when such action as I have indicated may be taken upon 
this general subject. Then I shall be prepared to vote, and 
to give at length my reasons for it. For the present I de 
sire only that this brief expression of opinion may go to the 
public along with the vote it is intended to explain. Dome 
the favor, therefore, to let this appear in the same number 
of your paper with this day’s proceedings of the Senate, 
and oblige yours, 

Very respectfully and truly, 
SOLON BORLAND, of Arkansas. 

P. 8. Lam authorized to say that other Senators who 

| voted as I did were influenced by similar considerations 
with those which governed my vote. 8. B 


| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, January 5, 1852. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 


\| The Journal was read and approved. 


THE COMEORT OF THE MEMBERS. 


| was adopted by the House of Representatives, 
' * that the Speaker of the House be authorized to 
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cause such arrangements to be made in the inte- 
rior of the Hall as may be necessary for the 
general health of the members.’’ The Speaker 
has looked into the matter, and is at a loss to 
determine what can be done to increase the com- 
fort of the members in that portion of the Hall. 
Upon consulting those members, however, there 
seems to be a general concurrence of opinion, that 
nothing could improve their condition so much as 
to have another assistant doorkeeper appointed to 
guard the door to the Gallery in that quarter. 
‘The Chair does not feel at liberty to authorize the 
appointment of that assistant doorkeeper or mes- 
senger, without the consent of the House. It 
will, therefore, be for the House to determine 
whether an additional messenger shall be appointed 
or not. The Chair is assured by gentlemen in 
that quarter of the Hall, that such an appointment 
would greatly improve their condition; and he 
asks to be instructed upon that point. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. | presume there 
will be no objection. 


‘ 
‘ 


‘ 


There was no objection; and an assistant to the 
Doorkeeper will be appointed. 
THE RECEPTION OF LOUIS KOSSUTH. 
Mr. CARTTER. I move that the rules of the 
House be suspended, in order to enable me to offer 
the following resolution. I have simply to say, that 


+ if we seek to do respect to the distinguished man 


named in that resolution, we must do it between 
this and Friday, for upon that day he is to leave 
this city. 

The resolution was then read, as follows: 

** Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed by the 
Speaker to wait upon Louis Kossuth, and introduce him 
to the House of Representatives.”’ = 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, demanded the 
yeas and nays on the motion to suspend the 
rules. 

Mr. STUART. For the purpose of obviating 
a difficulty, which suggests itself to the minds of 
some of the members, | propose to offer an amend- 
ment, which I desire to have read; and which I 
ask the mover of the resolution to accept. 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order to discuss 
the resolution, until it is before the House. The 
amendment can only be offered by unanimous con- 
sent. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, objected. 

Mr. HEBARD moved that the House proceed 
to the call of the States for resolutions. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is in order. 
3ut the motion offered by the gentleman from 
Ohio {Mr. CartTTerR} to suspend the rules, is 
also in order, and takes precedence; and upon that 
motion there can be no debate. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered. 

Mr. STUART. Iam sure no gentleman will 
object to the reading of the amendment which I 
propose to offer. 1 only desire to have it read for 
information. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Ido object, and 
I would state the reasons for my objection if the 
Chair would give me leave. 

Mr. STUART. Well, I have the right to pro- 
pound the inquiry to the gentleman who offered 
the resolution, in order 

The SPEAKER. No discussion is in order. 
There is no motion before the House which can 
be acted upon, except the motion to suspend the 
rules; and not until the rules are suspended can 
the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. Srvarr] offer 
his amendment. 

Mr. STUART called for the reading of the ori- 
ginal resolution. 

Mr. CARTTER. I hope the modification will 
also be read, so that gentlemen may understand 
what it is. 

Cries of ‘Read it!’’ ‘‘Read it!”’ 

Mr. STEPHENS. I will withdraw my objec- 
tion, as gentlemen around me are desirous of hear- 

ing the resolution read. 

The proposed amendment was.-then read, as fol- 
lows: 


And that the chairman of that committee introduce him 
in these words: “We introduce Louis Kossuth tothe House 
of Representatives of the United States.’’ Upon which the 
members are recommended to rise; and the Speaker will 
invite him to be seated.’’ 


The question was then taken, and resulted—~yeas 
117, nays 51; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Charles Allen, Willis Allen, Allison, 
Andrews, John Appleton, Babcock, Bartlett, Beale, Bell, 
Bowne, Breckenridge, Brenton, Briggs, Buell, Burrows, 
Busby, Joseph Cable, Cartter, Caskie, Chapman, Chastain, 
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Clark, Cleveland, Clingman, Conger, Cottman, Cartis, Geo. 
T. Davis, John G. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Dimnmick, Disney, 
Doty, Dunham, Eastman, Faulkner, Ficklin, Florence, 
Fowler, Henry M. Fuller, Gaylord, Gentry, Giddings, Gil- 


T 


more, Goodenow, Gorman, Green, Grow, Hart, Hendricks, | 


Henn. Hibbard, Howard, Jolin W. Howe, Hunter, Inger- 


soll, Ives, John Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, | 
Preston Kiog, Kuhns, Kurtz, ‘Letcher, Mace, Mann, Ed- | 


ward C. Marshall, Mason, McNair, Meade, Miller, Miner, 
Molony, John Moore, Murray, Nabers, Newton, Olds, 


Peasiec, Penn, Penniman, Perkins, Porter, Price, Rantoul, | 


Richardson, Robbins, Robie, Robinson, Scudder, David L. 
Seymour, Origen S. Seymour, Skelton, Smart, Snow, 
Jenjamin Stanton, Frederick P. Stanion, Richard H. 


Ftantun, Abraham P. Stevens, St. Martin, Stratton, Stuart, | 


Sutherland, Sweetser, Benjamin Thompson, George W. 
Thompson, Thurston, Townshend, ‘Tuck, 
Walsh, Ward, Washburn, Wells, Addison White, and 
Yates—1PF7. 


Walbridge, | 


NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, William Apple- | 
ton, Ashe, Averett, Thomas H. Bayly, Barrere, Bocock, | 


Join HU. Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Caldwell, Lewis D. 


Campbell, Churchwell, Cobb, Culiom, Edmundson, Ewing, 


Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. 
liarris, Haven, Hillyer, Holladay, Houston, Jackson, An 
drew Johnson, James Johnson, George W. Jones, Landry, 
Iiumphrey Marshall, Martin, MeMullin, Millson, Henry 
DD. Moore, Morehead, Murphy, Orr, Outlaw, Powell, 
Savage, Smith, Stanly, Alexander H. Stephens, Taylor, 


Venable, Wallace, Watkins, Alexander White, and Wil | 


liams-——5l1, 


Previous to the 
result, 

Mr. THOMAS M. HOWE sai 
this Hall, after some three or four days of absence 
by reason of sickness. ’ 
to record my vote upon this question in the affirm- 
ative, and I ask leave to do so. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I object. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made, and the 
gentleman cannot record his vote. 


announcement 


of the above | 
d: [have reached | 


l am exceedingly anxious | 


So the mules were suspended, and the gentleman | 
from Ohio [Mr. Carrrer] had leave to introduce 


his resolution, above referred to. 
Mr. CARTTER. 

the previous question, 
Cries of ‘*Good!’’ **Good!”’ 


Upon that resolution I move | 


The previous question then received a second, | 


and the main question was ordered to be put. 


Mr. ROBBINS demanded the yeas and nays; | 


which were ordered. 
Cries of ‘*Read the resolution!’’ **R 


7 


lution! 


! Lead the reso- 


The resolution was accordingly read, as above 


reported. 


The question was then taken, and there were— | 


yeas 123, nays 54; as follows: 
Y EAS— Messrs. Charles Allen, Willis 


Andrews, John Appleton, Babcock, Bartlett, Beale, Beli, 
Bowne, Breekentidge, Brenton, Briggs, Buell, Burrows, 


BR™> 


Allen, Allison, 


Busby, Joseph Cable, Cartter, Caskie, Chapman, Chastain, | 


Clark, Cleveland, 
George T. 


Clingman, Conger, Cottman, Curtis, 


mick, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Eastman, Faulkner, Fick- 
lin, Florence, Fowler, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. 


Davis, John G. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Dim- | 


Fuller, Gaylord, Gentry, Giddings, Gilmore, Goodenow, | 


Gorman, Green, Grow, Hart, Haseall, Hendricks, Henn, 
Hibbard, Howard, John W. Howe, Thomas M. 
Hunter, Ingersoll, Ives, John Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, J. 
Glancy Jones, PrestowKing, Kubns, Kurtz, Letcher, Lock- 


Howe, 


hart, Mace, Mann, Edward C. Marshall, Mason, McNair, | 


Meade, Miller, Miner, Molony, John Moore, Murray, Na 
bers, Newton, Olds, Peaslee, Penn, Penniman, Perkins, 


Valk, Porter, Price, Rantoul, Richardson, Robbins, Robie, | 
Robinson, Schermerhorn, Scudder, David L. Seymour, | 
Origen S. Seymour, Skelton, Smart, Snow, Benjamin | 


Stanton, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Abra 
ham P. Stevens, St. Martin, Stratton, Stuart, Sutherland, 
Sweetser, Benjamin Thompson, George W. ‘Thompson, 
Thurston, Townshend, Tuck, Walbridge, Walsh. Ward, 
Washburn, Wells, Addison White, and Yates—123. 


NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, William Apple- | 
ton, Ashe, Averett, Thomas H. Bayly, Barrere, Bocock, | 


Albert G. Brown, E. Carringion Cabell, Caldwell, Lewis 


PD. Campbell, Churchwell, Cobb, Cullom, Edmundson, | 


Ewing, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Harper, Isham G: Har- 
ris, Sampson W. Harris, Haven, Hebard, Hillyer, Hoila 
day, Houston, Jackson, Andrew Johnson, James Johnson, 


Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, Landry, Humphrey 


Marshall, Martin, MeMulien, Millson, Henry D. Moore, 
Morehead, Murphy, Orr, Outlaw, Powell, Savage, Scurry, 


Smith, Stanly, Alexander H. Stephens, Taylor, Venable, | 


Wallace, Watkins, Alexander White, and Williains—54. 


So the resolution was adopted, and in pursuance | 


thereof 


The SPEAKER appointed Messrs. Carrrer, || 


Cumeman, Gentry, Stanton of Kentucky, and 
PEASLEE, to constitute the committee. 

Mr. CARTTER rose to a privileged question, 
and moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
resolution was passed, and to lay the motion of 
reconsideration upon the table; which latter mo- 
tion was agreed to. 


THE DOCTRINE OF NON-INTERVENTION. 


_ Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, asked the unan- 
imous consent of the House to introduce a reso- 


— 
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lution; which was read for information, as fol- 
lows: 

| Resolved, That the House of Representatives dectines 
at this time to express an opimon on the subject of the fu- 
ture intervention or non-intervention of the United States 
in the affairs of other nations, believing, as it pow declares, 
that no case has yet arisen which requires such expression. 


Mr. JOHN W. HOWE objected. 
Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, moved the sus- 


BE. 


| has uniformly shown, that wh 


pension of the rules; and upen that motion called | 


for the yeas and nays, which were not ordered. 
Tellers were then demanded, but refused. 
The question being taken, the House refused to 
suspend the rules. 
GRANTS OF LAND. 


Mr. SIBLEY, by unanimous consent, intro- | 


duced a bill, of which previous notice had been 


given, granting the right of way and making a | 


donation of public lands to aid in the construc- 
tion of a railroad, from the fal!s of the St. Louis 
river to St. Paul, on the Mississippi river; which 
was read a first and second time by its title. 

Mr. S. moved its reference to the Committee 
on Territories; which was agreed to. 

Mr. HALL moved the reconsideration of the 
vote by which the bill was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Territories, and that the bill be referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. Hehad tried 
to get the ear of the Speaker before the question 
was taken upon the reference, but failed. 

Mr. SIBLEY. Is that motion debatable? 

The SPEAKER replied that it was. 

Mr. SIBLEY. I do not wish to detain the 
House at this period with remarks of any length, 


on the motion just made by the chairman of the | 
Committee on Public Lands to refer this bill to | 
We have a standing committee 


that committee. 
of this House, whose business it is to attend par- 
ticularly to thelegislation for the Territories. Now, 
this bill is proposed to be taken from the committee 
to which I believe it properly belongs, and to be 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, where, 
to a certainty, it will be served exactly as bills re- 
ferred to that committee at the last session. Ter- 
ritorial bills always came in at the heel of the 
session, for the reason that the States have the 
preference. We have a standing committee with 
special reference to territorial legislation, and I 
hopethis House will not, under any circumstancs, 
agree in the motion just submitted by the chairman 
of the Committee on Public Lands, and trust that 
they will adhere to their decision that this bill go 
to the Committee on Territories. 


Mr. HALL. 


It is very true there is a com- | 


mittee of this Llouse whose appropriate duty it is | 
to take charge of the business of the Territories; 


but itis equally true that there is another com- 
mittee of this House whose duty it is to adminis- 
ter the public domam. The Committee on Public 
Landsis the one. | believe that this bill proposes 
to make a grant of public lands for the purpose of 
aiding in the construction of railroads. Bills 
making grants for such works, and other internal 
improvements, have uniformly gone to that com- 
mittee. We have before that committee now a 
great many bills upon this subject, coming from 


‘all parts of the country; and the committee are | 


endeavoring to fix upon some principle which | 


shall guide their actions upon all of them. I 
think it a matter of great importance, in order that 


. . e } 
justice may be done to every portion of the Union 


in reference to the subjects of these bills—the 
granting of public land to aid in the construction 
of works of internal improvement—that all of 
them should be referred to the same committee. If 
it be believed by this House that the Committee 
on Public Lands is not competent to discharge its 
duties, I trust the bills upon this subject will be 
taken from them and referred to the Committee 
on Territories. Now, as to the remark of the 
gentleman from Minnesota, [Mr. aed that 
this bill if referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands will never be heard of, I think it is entirely 
gratuitous. I believe that that committee are dis- 
posed—nay more, determined, in regard to this 
and all other subjects that may be referred to 
them, to report for or against. Now, the gentle- 
man’s bill, he may rest assured, will be reported 
upon time enough for the action of this Congress. 

Mr. SIBLEY. I beg to say tothe gentleman, 
I had not the least idea of imputing any neglect 
of duty, or any want of attention by the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, to the business that may 


j 
} 
} 
| 
j 
| 





| that come before them—the Committee 


enever territor; 
questions were referred to committ 


to yield to those from States. 


al 
ees, they had 
In all questions 
on Public 


Lands, as well as the other committees—the States 


have the preference. 

Mr. HALL. I cannot understand the foree of 
the objection made by the gentleman from Min. 
nesota, [Mr. Sisrey.] He says that his expe ‘i 
ence is, that all committees have given the prefer. 
ence to subjects from States over those from the 
Territories. Well, I suppose if this matter e0e5 
to the Committee on Territories, it will be treated 
just as it would be by the Committee on Public 
Lands. I will assure the gentleman that he need 
not be afraid of the non-action of the Committee 
on Public Lands. Iam certain that it will act a 
the earTiest practical period in regard to this mat. 
ter, and all similar bills that may be committed jo 
its charge. My desire is, that all these bills may 
go to the same committee, as they involve the 
same principle. They may be considered togeth- 


| er, and reported to the House, so that a hike action 


may be had in regard to all of them. There jg 
another thing the gentleman knows well: that jt 
is the practice of the House of Representatives to 
set aside three days each session for the eonsid- 
eration of territorial business. He need not be 
uneasy that this or the other territorial bills wil} 
be neglected, as they will come up as territorial 
business, and then will be determined upon by 
the House. ’ 

Mr. RICHARDSON obtained the floor, but 
gave way to 

Mr. SIBLEY. I wish to ask a question of the 
chairman of the Committee on Public Lands— 
whether, last Congress, a bill providing for a do- 
nation of public lands to the Territory of Minae- 
sota did not come into the House on the day set 
apart for territorial business, and under the rules 
of the House was not acted upon, because it was 
not considered strictly territorial business? 

Mr. HALL. Ido not remember the case. The 
decision of the House then was right. This is 
not strictly of a territorial character, and ought 
not to go to the Committee on Territories; and if 
it is not territorial in its’character, the motion of 
the gentleman is improper. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I understand the ques- 
tion before the House is the reference of a bil! 
granting a donation of land to the Territory of 
Minnesota to aid in the construction of a railroad 
I believe, according to the uniform practice of the 
House, this subject properly belongs to the Com- 
mittee on Publie Lands, and not to the Committee 
on Territories. I expect, and I think the country 
expects, of that committee that they will originate 
some general system upon this subject by which 


| they will provide for the construction of roads 


through the lands of the Government by donations, 
not only in the States, but in the Territories. | 
am very free to say, as one member of the Conm- 
mittee on Territories, that it is a subject that | do 
not want the charge of. We have enough to do 
if we discharge the other duties before us, without 
coming into conflict, as we nece&sarily should, 
with the system laid down by the Committee on 
Public Lands, were this bill referred to us. 

Mr. HEBARD obtained the floor, but gave 
way to— 


Mr. SIBLEY. I want toask a question of the 


| gentleman from I!linois—whether he does not rec- 


ollect that a bill granting a donation of public 


| lands to Florida, passed during the first session of 


the last Congress, was reported from the Com- 
mittee on Territories? The Committee on Public 
Lands had nothing to do with it. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I have no distinct rec- 
ollection upon the subject. I will, in reply to the 


| gentleman, say that my opinion is, the Govern- 
| ment ought to deal liberally with these Territories 
| in donations. It is the policy and interest of the 
| Government to do so—to settle them up as rapidly 
| as possible, by making improvements that will 


give facilities for settlement, and for the transport 
ation to market of the agricultural products of the 


country. I am not hostile to the object of which 
| the gentleman is in favor; nor do I believe it is the 
| policy of this Government, of this House, or the 
| Committee on Public Lands, to be so. 
| recollect whether at the last session of Congress a0 
is . . fi the 
_important bill of this character came from 


. y || Committee on Territories. 
' come before them. The practice of this House I 


I do not 


I should have no hes- 
itation in reporting such a bill back if I believed it 
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sight, and 1 speak only for one member of that 
committee. ‘ s a 

Mr. SIBLEY. I will withdraw my opposition 
w the reference of the bill to the Committee on 
Public Lands. : : . 
Mr. HEBARD. I did not rise to discuss the 
gestion, not.having any interest in it; but merely 
eave farther time indiscussion. I will not move 
previous question as the bill is now to be dis- 


t 
the 
nosed of. : bs . 

The question being taken upon the motion to 
reconsider, It Was agreed to. ’ 

On motion by Mr. HALL, the bill was then 
-eferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


re 


EMIGRANTS FOR THE WEST INDIA COLONIES. 


Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to introduce a resolution 
calling on the President for information. 

Objection was made, 

Mr. BAYLY moved the suspension of the rules 
for the purpose of introducing his resolution; 
which was agreed to. 

The resolution was read by the Clerk, as fol- 
lows: ’ 4 

Whereas there was issued on the 16th October, 1850, by 
the Seeretary of State of Colonial Affairs of the British 
Government, the following circular, viz: 

** CIRCULAR. 
‘* DowNING Srreet, October 16th, 1850. 

«Sir: I have to acquaint you that it has been suggested to 
me thata desirable class of emigrants for the West India 


Colonies might be induced to come to them from among 


the black and colored population of the United States, whose 
arrival and location, if they choose to come, would, I have 
no doubt, be advantageous both to themselves and the Colo- 
nies. 1 am not aware of anything which can be done by 
the Colonial Government to encourage such immigration, 
beyond showing a readiness to pass acts giving the privilege 
of naturalization to any such persons as might come and 
settle there, and providing that a bounty should be payable 
on such immigrants under such arrangements as may be 
thought desirable. I would also suggest, as deserving of 
consideration, whether laws might not be passed rendering 
binding on certain conditions engagements to pay sums of 
money which may have been agreed on by immigrants, al- 
though such engagements may have been contracted in 
America, and while the parties were in a state of slavery. 
“T have, &c., GREY.” 

And whereas the subject referred to in said circular is a 
matter of the deepestinterest to the people of one portion of 
this Confederacy ; now, therefore, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to this House, if not incompatible 
with the public interest, any information he may possess 
respecting said circular; and particulariy what action the 
Legislative Assemblies of the British West India Islands 
have taken in pursuance of the suggestions contained 
therein. 


Mr. BAYLY demanded the previous question; 


which was seconded, and under the operation 
thereof the resolution was adopted. 


WIDOW OF GEN. WORTH. 


Mr. BRIGGS asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to take up Senate bill No. 32, for the 
relief of Margaret L. Worth, for the purpose of 
referring it to a standing committee. 

Objection was made by several 


Mr. BRIGGS moved to suspend the rules for the | 


purpose of allowing him to introduce his motion; 
and upon which he demanded tellers; which were 
ordered, and Messrs. Jounson, of Tennessee, and 
Kine, of New York, were appointed. 

The question being taken, the tellers reported— 
ayes 101, noes 19. 

So the motion to suspend was agreed to. 


Mr. BRIGGS then submitted his motion; and | 


the bill was read a first and second time by its 
title. 

Mr. B. moved that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. DUNHAM moved that it be referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The question was put on the motion to refer to 
the Committee on Military Affairs; and it was dis- 
agreed to. 

The latter motion was then agreed to. 

Mr. ROBBINS asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce a resolution, which was 
read for information, as follows, viz: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Elections be requested 
to ascertain and report the amount due to Alderman Galla- 
Way, for services rendered as commisioner to take testi- 
mony in the contested-election case from the fourth district 


of Pennsylvania, in accordanee with a resolution of this 
House, passed January 29, 1859. 


THE CONGRESSION 








Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
not before the House. 
The SPEAKER. 


The resolution is 


The Chair understood that 


. the resolution was before the House by unanimous 


consent. 

Mr. JONES. I understood the consent was 
only for reading it for information. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania moved that it be referred without the 
Chair inguiring whether there was any objection 
or not. i there is no objection, he will entertain 
it now. 

Mr. JONES. I object. 

Mr. ROBBINS. Then I move a suspension of 
the rules for the purpose of enabling me to intro- 
duce the resolution just read, 

The question was then taken, and it was agreed 
to. ; 

So the rules were suspended. 

Mr. ROBBINS then demanded the previous 
question; which was seconded, and the main ques- 
tion ordered. 

The question was then taken, and the resolution 
was adopted. 

A message was here received from the President 
of the United Siates. 

On motion by Mr. STUART, leave was granted 
to withdraw the petition and papers of Samuel 
Spalding for the purpose of transferring them to 
the Senate. 

On motion by Mr. KING, of New York, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers relative to the 


| claim of Lyon and Howard be taken from the Clerk’s files 


and referred to the Committee of Claims. 


IMPROVEMENT OF RIVER SAVANNAH. 

Mr. JACKSON asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to introduce a bill, of which 
previous notice had been given, for the removal 
of obstructions in the river Savannah, in the State | 
of Georgia. 

Mr. CLARK objected. 

Mr. JACKSON moved to suspend the rules 
for the purpose. 

The question was then taken, and the rules 
were not suspended. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to inquire 
of the Chair whether it is resolution or petition 
day ? ; 

The SPEAKER. 


The Chair rules it is petition 


day. 
Mr. JONES. I call, then, for the order of the 
day. 


The SPEAKER. The order of the day will be 
to call upon the States for petitions, beginning 
with Maine. 

Mr. McNAIR. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a resolution, and I feel 
certain that no gentleman in this House will ob- 
ject to it when they knew something about it. | 
will say a word 


The SPEAKER. 





Debate is out of order. , 





Mr. McNAIR. I want simply to give an 
idea 
TheSPKAKER. It is impossible for the Chair 


to allow discussion under the rules. 

The resolution was then read, as follows: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire into 
the firmness and séfidity of the foundation of the extension 
of the Capitol, now laid, and whether the strength of the 
stone be sufficient to uphold the superstructure about to be 
erected thereon. 

Mr. McNAIR moved to suspend the rules. 

A division being asked, the question was taken, 
and there were—ayes 78, noes 45. 

Mr. McNAIR demanded tellers; which were 
ordered; and Messrs. McNair and Beate were 
appointed. 

The question was then taken, and there were— 
ayes 77, noes 34. 

The SPEAKER. There appears to be no quo- 
rum voting. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, moved that the 
House adjourn. On which motion, 

Mr. JOHN W. HOWE demanded the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered; when— 

Mr. STEPHENS withdrew his motion. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to offer a resolution; and hope 


Mr. R. moved that the resolution be referred to | there will be no objection. 


the Committee of Elections. 


The SPEAKER. The motion cannot be enter- 


Mr. MOORE, of Pennsylvania. I move that || tained at present. The proposition is now to sus- 
the Committee of Elections also be requested to |) pend the rules for the purpose of enabling the gen- 


AL GLOBE. 


| ascertain the amount due to John S. Littell for con- 
| testing that case. 
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tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. McN arr} to intro- 
duce a resolution, which will be again read for the 
information of the House. 

Mr. MOORE, of Pennsylvania. 1 would sug- 
gest to my colleague that if he would substitute 
the Committee on Public Buildings, the resolution 
would pass Without any objection. 

Mr. McNAIR. I prefer a select committee. 

Mr. FICKLIN said tellers were ordered, and 
there was no quorum. I ask for a recount, that 
we may see if there is not a quorum present, 

A recount was then dad, (Messrs. Penn and 
MeN arr acting as tellers,) and there we re—ayes 
84, noes 42, 

So the rules were suspended. 

Mr. MeNAIR moved the previous 
upon the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. COBB demanded tellers; and they were or- 
de re d. ° 

Mr. FOWLER. Will it be in order to move 
the reference of the resolution to the Committee on 
Publie Buildings ? 

The SPEAKER. The reference will not be in 
order during the pendency of the previous ques 
tion. 

Mr. FOWLER. 


committee, 


question 


I think that is the appropriate 


The question was then taken on the cal! for the 
previous question, (Messrs. FowLen and MeNair 
acting as tellers,) and resulted—ayes 78, noes 23 

TheaSPEAKER. There is no quorum voting. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. move that the 
House adjourn, 

Mr. JOHN W. HOWE demanded the 
and nays; which were not ordered. 

The ‘question was then taken, and the House 
adjourned. 


yeas 


PETITIONS, &« 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees 

By Mr. MILLSON: The petition of John C. Cohoon, 
administrator of F. W. C. Murren, asking payment of pen 
sion due deceased. 

Also, the petition of Wm. B. Thomas, asking compensa 
tion on account of the services of his father, Jas. Thomas, 
a pilot, in saving from capture the fngate Constitution during 
the war of 1612 

By Mr. GOODENOW : The petition of Clemmans Eaton, 
for arrearsof pension 

By Mr. ALLEN, of TIilinois: The petition or John T. 
Cook, and other citizens of Hhnois, praying the right of way 
and a donation of the public lands for the construction of a 
railroad from Shawneetown, [binois, to a point 
St. Louis, Missouri. 

By Mr. SCUDDER: The petition of John P. Morton, 
late collector of customs for the distriet of Edgartown, 
Massachusetts, for allowance of commissions on duties 
received. 

By Mr. TOWNSHEND: The petition of Henry E. Mus 
sey, and four hundred and thirty other citizens of Lorain 
county, in reference to the harbor at the mouth of Black riv 
er, on Lake Erie. 

By Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: The petition of Joshua Shaw, 
and twenty-two other citizens of Carroll county, Ohio, for 
a law to correct errors, under the old surveys of lands, in 
dividing sections into quarters, and to guard against simular 
results in future. 

Also, the memorial of Nathan Winteringer, accompanied 
by four hundred and ninety-six petitioners, asking remuner 
ation for a boat and load of produce seized and applied to 
the use of the army under General Jackson at the battle of 
New Orleuns. 

Also, the memorial of Capt. Daniel Harburgh, accompa 
nied with papers. 

By Mr. MILLER: The petition of sundry citizens of 
Missouri, praying the establishment of a nail route trom 
Bloomington to Edina, Missouri. 

Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Missouri, praying 
the establishmentof a mail route from Shelbyville to Kirks 
ville, Missouri. 

Also, the petition of John Davenport, of Boone county, 
Missouri, praying Congress for arrearages of pension from 
September, 1824, to December, 1544. 

By Mr. INGERSOLL: The memorial of Mary Wood 
ward, of Connecticut, widow of Lieutenant Woodward, 
who lost his life while on hazardous duty in the United 
States revenue service, asking fer a pension and other 
relief, 

Also, the petition of Julia F. Gibbs, of Connecticut, 
praying for a pension on account of the revolutionary 
services of her husband, Samuel Gibbs. 

By Mr. MANN: The petition of Hannah Harris, of 
Newton, Massachusetts, praying for a pension. 

By Mr. SIBLEY: The memorial of Menri P. Ritter and 
one hundred and thirty other eitizens of the District of 
Colummma, praying for the establishment of a Lunatic Asy- 
lum in said District. 

By Mr. HAVEN: The petition of Dolly Tracy, of Ash- 
ford, Cattaraugus county, New York, the. widow of Sole- 
mon Tracy, a revolutionary soldier, for a pension. 

By Mr. KUHNS: The petition of Robert Graham and 
twenty-two other citizens of Westmoreland county, Penn- 
sylvania, praying for such alteration in the present laws so 
as to prevent the transportation and delivery of mail on the 
Lord’s day. 

By Mr. STANTON, of Ohio: The petition of Elliott 
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|| MeColloch, of Logan county, Ohio, praying the passage of 
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a law authorizing bim to surrender his patent for a section 
of laud west of the Mississippi, and that scrip may be 
fseued to him therefor. 

By Mr. ROLE: The petition of Lyman N. Cooke, ask- 
ine an inerease of pension 

iy Me rANTON, of ' 
Gregory Fue excentor of Philip Ennes, deceased, ask 
ing payment of a balance due him on contract for work 
on public grounds, and damages for the arbitrary 
recission of said contract by the Commissioner or Public 
Buildings. 

ty Mr. ROBBINS: A memorial of citizens of Pennsyl 
signed by Arthur B. Cotiin and twenty-one others, 
praying Congress substantial piers on the eastern 
ide of Reedy Istand, ia the Delaware river, for the pur- 
pose of making a harbor to protect and shelter the vessels 
navigating said river. 


Kentucky: 


done 


vania 


Lo erect 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, January 6, 1852. 
Prayer by the Rev. L. F. Monegan. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICA TIONS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 

Senate a letter from the Secretary of the Navy, 
) é ; 

accompanied by a memorial addressed to the Pres- 
ident of the United States by the petty officers, 
seamen, aud marines, attached to the United States 
squadron in the Pactlic, asking an increase of pay; 
which was read. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee on Naval 
Aflais 
REPORT OF SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 

[The PRESIDENT. The Chair has received 
the annual report of the Secretary of the ‘Treasury 
on the state of the finances, which will be read. 

Mr. HUNTER. I move that, without read- 
ing, it be referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and that it be printed. 

‘The report was so referred, and it was ordered 
that it be printed. 

Mr HUNTER. I move that ten thousand 
extra copies be printed for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. BRADBURY. It was my purpose, Mr. 
President, had I been able to take my seat here 


before the extra copies of the public documents of 


this session had generally been ordered to be 
printed, to have offered a resolution prov iding that 
& COMPENDIUM Or ABSTRACT of the annual public 
documents be prepared and printed. It has long 
appeared to me that something of this kind is im- 
periously demanded. By the mode of printing 
the public documents now adopted, large numbers 
of volumes of the President’s message and the ac- 
companying documents are printed for general cir- 
culation? containing, with a great amount of valu- 
able matter, a still greater amount of no public 
interest whatever. These documents sometimes 
extend to three or four or more large volumes ata 
single session. By a reference to these books, it 
will be seen that hundreds of pages are occupied 
with mere details and estimates, of no earthly ser- 
vice except to members of Congress, or possibly 
for deposit in the public libraries. What possi- 
ble interest can it be for us to print and send abroad 
amongst our constituents, the minute estimates for 
the various items of provisions and clothing re- 
quired at our various naval and military stations? 
With this mass of useless detail we bury the val- 
uable information which the documents otherwise 
contain. We should separate that which ts of 
public interest from that which is not, and print 
for general circulation only that which is of general 
interest. I can perceive no way in which this can 
be accomplished, except by the preparation of a 
COMPENDIUM or ABSTRACT Of the public documents. 
I believe it to be practicable to condense all that is 
valuable for general use, into a single volume of 
reasoiable size, suited for circulation, and with a 
good index, made exceedingly valuable and con- 
venient. Every individual to whom such a vol- 
ume should be sent, would have the substance of 
the documents, showing the operations of the Gov- 
ernment, and all that is of value to him, in a con- 
venient form. 

it would be a volume which, for its compact- 
ness and convenience, would be worth more-to 
the general reader than the whole set of annual 
documents, as now published. But it is known 
to every Senator that the sets, as now distributed, 
are very generally broken. One volume is sent 
to one constituent, and one to another. If the 
full set is sent to each person to whom the first is 
forwarded, the circulation is necessarily confined 
to a small number of persons, and they have a 
small library of the saledile and the worthless 
bound up together. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLO 


The memorial of 


Another reason for the change suggested, is 
the saving of the expense of printing volumes of 
useless matter. 


It may be necessary that the proposed abstract | 
or compendium should be prepared by the head 


of one of the Departments—perhaps the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury or the Secretary of the 
Interior. Jt can hardly be expected that it could 
be conveniently done by the Secretary of the Sen- 
ate or a committee of either House. 

The subject has been brought to the attention 
of the Senate somewhat unexpectedly, as I was 
not aware that a question of this kind would come 
up at this session. I throw out these suggestions 
for the attentive consideration of the Senate, and 
hope they may lead@o the adoption of a system 
by which the evils of the present may be avoided, 
and we may be able to condense into a single 
volume what is material for general information. 
By so doing we can greatly increase the circula- 
tion of all the important matter, and at a great 
saving of expense. I throw out these suggestions, 
not with the view of interposing any objection to 
the the honorable Senator from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Hunrer,] inasmuch as the report 
under consideration is one of the most important 
of our public documents, but rather as a notice 
that [ intend to call the attention of the Senate to 
the subject hereafter. 

‘The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Hunter, and it was decided in the affirma- 
tive. 


motion of 


THE CUBAN PRISONERS. 

The following message was received from the 
President of the United States, by Mr. M: P. 
lintmore, his Private Secretary: 

To the Senate of the United States: 

[ transinit tothe Senate a reportof the Secretary of State 
relative to the persons belonging to the expedition of Lopez, 
who were taken prisoners in Cuba and afterwards sent to 
Spain, and who have now been pardoned and released by 
her Catholic Majesty. The appropriation, the expediency 
of which is suggested in the report, I cordially commend to 
the consideration of Congress, with the single additional 
suggestion, that to be available it should be promptly made. 

MILLARD FILLMORE. 


WasHINGTON, January 5, 1852. —- 
The message was read, and it was 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee on Finance. 
PETITIONS. 
Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of mer- 
chants, underwriters, and others, of New York, 


praying a survey of such parts of the China seas, | 


the Straits of Gaspar, and the Java sea, as lie 
directly in the tracks of vessels proceeding to and 
from China; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

He also submitted a statement showing the 
amount of gold bullion received at the port of 
New York from California, from January 6 to 
December 1, 1851; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed, 

Also, a petition of citizens of Rochester, New 
York, praying that the bill now before the Senate, 
givmeg further remedies to patentees, may become 
a law; which was referred to the Committee on 
Patents and the Patent Office. 

Also, a petition of the assistant nfarshals for 
taking the Seventh Census, in Ulster county, New 
York, praying additional compensation; which 
was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. WADE presented the petition of Zebulon 
Parker, praying the renewal of his patents for 
certain improvements in hydraulic power; which 
was referred to the Committee on Patents and the 
Patent Office. 

Mr. ATCHISON submitted documents in re- 
lation to the claim of Henry C. Miller, Philip W. 
Thompson, and Jesse B. Turley. to indemnity for 
cattle stolen by the Osage band of Indians; which 
were referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
with the papers on file relating thereto. 


Mr. SUMNER presented two petitions of citi- 


zens of Massachusetts, a petition of citizens of 
New Jersey, and a petition of citizens of New 
Hampshire, praying that the bill now before Con- 
gress, giving further remedies to patentees, may 


| become a law. 


Ordered, That they lie on the table. 
Mr. BRODHEAD presented a memorial of 


citizens of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, praying || 


indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1801; 


| which was referred to the select committee on 


French spoliati, as. 


| fenders ”’ o 


BE. 


Mr. WHITCOMB presented the memori \ 
David A. Cameron, representative and heir " 
James Bell, deceased, and assignee of the a 
heirs of said Bell, praying payment of Sig 
made to the American Army during ¢! 
tionary war; which was referred to the 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. BRODHEAD presented a memoria! of eit 
zens of Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Dy . 
praying the construction of piers and harbors }, 
Delaware river and bay; which was referred tm 
the Committee on Commerce. oe 

Mr. BORLAND presented the petition of J) 
McVey, a soldier in the last war with Great p, , 
ain; which was referred to the Committee on P,, 
sions, 

Also, the petition of L. M.S. Holleville, pray. 
ing a modification of the laws relating to the dis. 
position of the public domain; which was refer; 
to the Committee on Publie Lands, 

Mr. DOWNS presented a petition of citizens y¢ 
Washington, in the District of Columbia, praying 
that Pennsylvania avenue, east of the Capitol, may 
be improved and lighted; which was referred tp 
the Committee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. FISH presented the memorial of the 
Chamber of Commerce of New York, praying 
the completion of the hght-house on Sand Key. 
on the coast of Florida; which was referred to the 
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| Committee on Commerce. 


Also, the memorial of Thomas B. Cottrel}, 
and the memorial of Frederick Bange and Alber 
Southmayd, praying the establishment of a ti. 
bunal for reviewing the decisions of the late Board 


| of Commissioners under the treaty with Mexico: 


which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. ‘ 

Also, a petition of the assistant marshals for 
taking the Seventh Census in Dutchess county, 
New York; and a petition of the assistant mar- 
shals for taking the Seventh Census in St. Lay. 


rence county, New York, praying additional com- 


pensation for their services; which were referred 
' 


to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. PEARCE presented the petition of Sally 
J. Matthews, praying compensation for the ser- 
vices of her late husband, as clerk in the Treasury 


| Department; which was referred to the Committee 


of Claims. os 
Mr. FISH presented a petition of citizens of 


Albany, and a petition of citizens of Brooklyn, 


New York, praying an appropriation for paying 


| the expenses of the American contributors to the 


World’s Fair at London; which were referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. GWIWN presented the memorial of Charles 
D. Arfenedson, praying compensation for services 


'as Chargé d’Affaires ad interim at the Court of 


Stockholm; which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. WHITCOMB, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of the heirs of James Bell, 
deceased, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the 


Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


On motion by Mr. BRADBURY, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial and petitions on the files of 
the Senate, on the subject of indemnity for French spolia- 
tions prior to 1801, be referred to the select committee on 
French spoliations. 


On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of D. D. Mitchell, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. RUSK, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of J. Smith, on the files of 


| the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Military 


Affairs. 
On motion by Mr. McRAE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of George Poindexter, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Military 


| Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. BRADBURY, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of J. K. F. Mansfield, 00 the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Military 


| Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. PEARCE, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of the Association of the 


| Defenders of Baltimore in 1814, and the memorial of Ed- 


ward Thompson and others, calling themselves “‘ On De 
Baltimore in the war of 1842, on the files ‘ 
the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
Or motion by Mr. DODGE, it was 


Ordéred, That the memorial of Edwin James, Sr., 0" the 


| files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Public 


Lands, 
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“9, motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was | 
ydered, That the Committee on Military Affairs be dis 
aed from the further consideration of the memorial of 
oe tuitt ia: from the further consideration of the petition 
joseph Byrd; and from the further consideration of 
me ments relating to the claim of Mariano G. Vallejo. 
qoce 


On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs be dis 


ved from the further consideration of the petition of 


‘anes R. Browning, aud that it be referred to the Comuiit 


ee Ol Clauns. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 
Mr. BERRIEN gave notice that he should ask 
ue to introduce a bill to be entitled ‘* An act to 


eave se . . 
weyide for the removal of obstructions in the river 
‘vannah, in the State of Georgia.” + 


BILL INTRODUCED. 

Mr. SHIELDS, agreeably to previous notice, 
eked and obtained leave to bring in a bill to in- 
wage the efficiency of the Army by a retired list 
fp disabled officers; which was read a first and 
eecond time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Milttary Affairs. 

FLOGGING IN THE NAVY. 

Mr. GWIN. There was a memorial laid upon 
the table some time ago, which I promised to call 
me to-day. It relates to flogging in the Navy. I 
more that it be taken up and disposed of. 

“Mr. BRIGHT. A week ago this morning, 
the joint resolution in relation to the printing of 
the returns of the Seventh Census, was made the 


special order for to-day, and the morning hour | 


has now assed. 


The PRESIDENT. That is the first special 
order. 
Mr. BRIGHT. I hope there will be no objec- 


tion to proceeding with its consideration now. 


Mr. SHIELDS. But committees have not yet | 


been called upon for reports, and I have one which 
] wish to present. 

The PRESIDENT. The hour ef one o’clock 
has arrived, and if the Senator from Indiana calls 
for the special order, that will be the next busi- 
ness for the consideration of the Senate. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I withdraw the call for the 
special order, to give the Senator from Illinois an 
opportunity of presenting his report. 

Mr. GWIN. If the call of the Senator from 
Indiana for the special order is withdrawn, I must 
insist upon my motion. The Senator from New 
Jersey [Mr. Stockton] wishes to make some 
remarks, and I also wish to offer some observa- 
tions on this subject. I hope, therefore, that the 
memorial wil] now be taken up. 

Mr. STOCKTON. So far as I am concerned, 
[am quite willing to be satisfied so long as this 
memorial is allowed to lie upon the table; but as 
soon as it puts its head above the tableI shall talk 
about it, 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will not call 
for the special order until reports are made, if the 
Senator from Indiana wishes to withdraw his call 
for the special order. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I withdraw the call for the 


present. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. GWIN, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill to establish 
anavy-yard and depét on the Bay of San Fran- 
asco, in California, reported it with amendments. 

He also made a report on the subject; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLEMENS, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to whom was referred a bill to in- 
demnify the State of South Carolina for money 
expended for the use of the United States in the 
war in Florida with the Seminole Indians, reported 
it with amendments. 

Mr. DAWSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to whom was referred the bill to pro- 


vide for the payment to the State of Georgia for 


moneys expended by the State for horses and 


| : “aaa oa : 
the late fire at the Capitol, and the amendment of 


1] 


| the Senate appropriating ——— dollars for the 
| increase of the Library, reported them back, and 
recommended their passage. 

He presumed there would be no objection to 
| the immediate consideration of the bill, and he 
| therefore asked the unanimous consent of the Sen- 

ate to take it up. 

The motion being agreed to, the bill was con- 

sidered as in Committee of the Whole, and the 
| blank in the amendment was filled with $10,000. 

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed, 
and the bill as amended was subsequently read a 
third time and passed. 

Mr. HUNTER submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered* by unanimous con- 
sent and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings be 
instructed to inquire into the expe diene y of appropriating a 
| sum not exceeding —— dollars, to fit up the document 
| room near the Library and a part of the adjoining passage, for 


| the temporary reception of the books of the Congressional 
Library. 


MARINE CORPS. 


Mr. CLEMENS submitted the following reso- 
lution for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in 
structed to inquire into the expediency of adopting a sepa 
rate code of regulations for the government of the Marine 
Corps of the United States 

Be it further resolved, That said conmmnittee be also in 
structed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the 
President of the United States to appoint annually two 
cadets to the Military Academy at West Point, to be edu 
|} cated with a view to appointinent in the Marine Corps. 

WIDOW OF GENERAL BELKNAP. 

Mr. SEWARD submitted the following reso- 
lution for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed 
to inquire into the justice and propriety of awarding a pen 
sion to the widow of the late Brevet Brigadier General Bel 
knap, who served during the late Mexican war with distin 

| guished fidelity and ability, and recently died while actively 
engaged in the public service. 
PRINTING OF THE SEVENTH CENSUS. 

The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the 
| Whole, to consider the following resolution, intro- 
| duced by Mr. Brieur, and reported back by the 
Committee on Printing: 


Be it resolved, §c., That the Joint Committee on Printing 
be directed to contract with Donelson & Armstrong for 
printing the census returns, upon such terms as the commit 
tee may deem reasonable. 

Mr. BORLAND. When this resolution was 
before the Senate on a previous day, | stated that 
I should offer an amendment to it. | now pro- 
pose to strike out the words ** Joint Committee on 
Printing,’’? and insert ‘* Secretary of the Senate 
and Clerk of the House of Representatives.’’. I 
shall also move further to amend it, by striking 
out the word **committee,”’ in the latter part of 
the resolution, and inserting ‘‘Secretary of the 
Senate and Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives,’’ so as to make it read consistently with the 
first amendment. 

The PRESIDENT. If the former amendment 
is adopted, the latter follows as a matter of course. 

Mr. BORLAND. I do not offer this amend- 
ment with the view, as some might suppose, of 
defeating the resolution. 1 offer it in good faith, 
for the purpose of putting the resolution in what 
I consider the proper form. I am in favor of the 
purpose of the resolution; but I deem it due to the 
Committee on Printing, to myself particularly as 
chairman of that committee, and still more due 
to the Senate, that this alteration should be made 
in the resolution as reported from the committee. 
In its present form the resolution proposes to im- 
pose duties upon the Committee on Printing 
which [ do not think ought to be imposed upon it, 
and which I think calculated to do injury rather 
than good to the public service. It requires execu- 
tive, or rather administrative duties of the com- 
mittee—a class of duties which are not required 
of the other committees of the Senate. It consti- 





equipments lost by volunteers and militia whilst | tutes them an executive board, and imposes upon 
| 


engaged in the suppression of the hostilities of the 
Creek, Seminole, and Cherokee Indians, in the 
years 1836, 1837, and 1838, reported it without 


amendment. 


DESTRUCTION OF THE CONGRESSIONAL 
LIBRARY. 


hance, to which was referred the bill from the 
ouse-of Representatives making appropriation 


Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on ee 
to meet the expenses incurred in consequence of | 


them duties analogous to those which are per- 
formed in every other Department of the Govern- 
| ment by a bureau, at the other end of the avenue. 
| Lam not opposed to performing any duty which 
| the Senate may impose upon me, as the member 
| of any committee. I think L have labored faith- 
| fully; I know I have labored industriously and 
i 





assiduously in the performance of duties which 
have been imposed upon the Committee on Print- 
ing, and those duties are well known to be ardu- 
ous. But, sir, | am opposed to being burdened 
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by duties which I have neither the ime nor com- 
petency to perform in a manner or with results 
satisfactory to myself or useful to the publie; and 
which, even if ] had the time and competency to 
perform ever so well, were never intended to be 
periormed by any Senator, and are not coenten- 
plated or provided for in the « rganization of the 
cominittees of this body 

This resolution re juires the Commiuttee on 
Printing to go out into the streets, as it were. and 
engage in ¢ iatlering and bdarga fr with hose 
who wish to do this portion of the publi orl 
‘The mere statement of this fact. it s 
shows that the resoluuion is wrong in 
and imposes duties upon Senators whi would 
carry them beyond their I wie and i wor 
sphere, and utterly incompatible with thew other 
and appropriate duties. 

i have said that Ldo not feel « mpetent to me 
form the duties required by this res tu ion i 
peat it with emphasis, and in all sincerity and 
candor. "There are de ails n thre pe rosed ar 
ment of this business which | do not understand 
and which | have neither time nor inclination to 
learn. But the persons whom 1 pre St 
stitute in the piace of the commiutt » AVE 
qualifications which Ido not possess. It is in the 
line of their duty—a duty which they have hab 
ually performed for years past 


l am not a practical printer, th urh | have some 
knowledge of the printing and pu lishino busine i 
from having heretofore been encaged in it tf 


do not know enough about it todo this work as it 


ought to be done, and as it must be done, if the 
pul lic interest 1s to be taken care of. To require 
it of me is to require impossibiliies at my hands; 
and I now notity the Senate and all « neerned, 


that if, notwithstanding what | have said, the 
resolution shall pass in its present form, some 
} 


other member of the committee will have to pe 


form the duties it imposes, if they shall be 





formed atall. But who is the member who will 
or who can perform them Sir, I] turn to my as- 
sociate on the committee, the Senator from Maine, 
{Mr. Hami IN,] W ho alone m ty be supposed to be 
competent to perform these duties, and he saysthat, 
like myself, he is not. Iam sure then no other 
member of the committee is competent. 

In justice to the other members of the commit- 
tee and to myself, | must say, | do not oppose 
the imposition of these duties upon us, because 
we are unwilling to perform any amount of labor, 
assume any responsibility which may legitimately 
fall to ourshare. But, sir, because | am convinced 
that these cannot properly be required of us; and 
even if they could be, they exceed our powers of 
performance. The pass ue of the resolution, then 


In its present form, will, In my opinion, result in 


confusion in the public business, and, in all prob- 
ability . defeat the ot ject sought to be ac ‘omplishe d 
by its intreduction. On the other hand, if the een- 


tlemen I propose to substitute for the committee, 
be ch irged with these duties, the re is the best rea 
son for believing they will be faithfully and effi- 
ciently performed, : : 

Mr. CASS. I desire to say one word upon 
this subject. It seems to me, that under any 
view which we can take of it, this committee is 
quite as competent to perform the duty as the 
Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of th: 
House; the members of the committee are as 
much practical printers as they are. I believe the 
committee has a clerk, who could collect all the 
necessary facts. ‘There is a good deal of respon- 
sibility about the matter, and it seems to me that 
it will be much safer with the committee than 
with the Secretary and the Clerk. I wish, for 
myself, that the Committee on Printing may ro 
on with it; and if they do not, I would much 
prefer the appointment of a select committee to 
attend to it. I think the responsibility had better 
be assumed by a committee of this body than by 
the Secretary and Clerk. , 

Mr. BRIGHT. The practical effect of the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Arkan- 
sas would be to let out this contract to the lowest 
bidder. That, for one, 1 wish to avoid, for the 
reason that experience has proved that under that 
system we cannot get our work done m a suitable 
and proper manner, and in reasonable time. [ft is 
clearly demonstrated that this work, to be valu- 
able, should be performed promptly, and for its 
prompt and proper execution we are willing to 

\| pay a fair price. Hence, the resolution was 
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framed to pay a fair price, and to give it to gentle- 


men who, we knew, were able to go on imme- || 


diately with the work. I am sorry to hear the 
honorable Senator say that he is unwilling to un- 
dertake the labor of making the contract and dis- 
posing of the work. It is a duty which belongs 
legitimately to the cOmmittee of which he is the 
chairmay. This is a legitimate method of dispos- 
ing of this branch of the public business. ‘There 
are precedents on the Journal.showing that, here- 
tofore, we have authorized public printing to be 
done through the medium of the Committee on 
Printing; and I hope the honorable Senator will 
reconsider his determination. 

The Joint Committee on Printing of the two 
Tiouses can afford to do that which the officers of 
this body dare not do. They can afford to say 
that they will give to gentlemen who are ready 
and qualified to do this work, a fair price for it; 
and they would not be censured for doing so; but 
if the officers of the two Houses should do that, 
they would subject themselves to censure; and it 
is for the purpose of relieving them that I object 
to the amendment. I feel quite sure that the Joint 
Committee would be sustained in giving a fair 
price, provided the work were done immediately 
and done well. For these reasons I object to the 
amendment, and hope it will not be agreed to. 

Mr. BORLAND. I repeat that it is not to 
avoid either labor or responsibility that I proposed 
this amendment. I am as ready to perform labor 
or to assume responsibility, here or elsewhere, as 
any other Senator. I have never shrunk from 
either. I would remind the Senate, however, in 
support of what I have already said, that the 
Committee on Printing are acting under the joint 
resolution of 1846, which prescribes their duties. 
W hen that committee was appointed they looked 


to that resolution for the rule and prescription of 


their duties; and I hold that itis not proper or 
competent for the Senate to change that resolution 
and make the committee a pack-horse—if | may 
#0 express it—to perform any drudgery which it 
may please the Senate to have performed in the 
dispatch of its business. Why, sir, if you may 
legitimately require us, under a resolution of this 
sort, to do what it proposes, you may also require 
us to go out into the streets and bargain for the 
wood with which we make our fires; or you may 
require us to establish a public printing office, and 
then give all our time and attention to the details 
of a printer’s business. This might all seem 
very right and proper in the eyes of the Senators 
who are urging the adoption of this resolution. 


sut for myself, as a Senator, and as member of 


rainst 


the committee, [ protest against it, and ag 


everything of like character and tendency. 
The Senator from Indiana [Mr. Brier] says 
that the committee can perform this duty in a 


manner, and give *‘a fair price ’’ for the perform- | 


ance of this work, which the Secretary of the Sen- 
ate and Clerk of the House * dare’? not do. Why 
‘sdare’’ not doit? Does the Senator mean to say, 
or does he think, that the committee could or 
would give more than ‘‘a fair price,’’ and that if 
they did, they would be censured, and justly cen- 
sured, for doing so? Surely he does not. And 
if not, why would not the Secretary and Clerk 


** dare’? do the same thing? A “ reasonable ’’— 


that is, a nae is what 


provides for. Let the Secretary and Clerk give 
that—as I am “sure they would—and who would, 
who ‘ dere,”’ censure them? If any one, his 
censure would be harmless. I do not seek to save 
the committee from such responsibility as that. 
The Secretary and Clerk need not fear to incur it. 

Some Senators seem to think it an easy task to 

erform the duties of the Committee on Printing. 
Phe duties may seem simple, and the matters re- 
ferred to them very trivial. True, the matters 
referred to them are often very trivial; but they 
are, nevertheless, very troublesome, and require 
much time in attending to them. Senators can 
convince themselves of this by undertaking for a 
short time some of the duties they are so anxious 
to impose upon others. 

Even as it is now, and has been for the last two 
years, it has been difficult for the committee to 
perform their duties with satisfaction to them- 
selves—impossible it has seemed to give satisfac- 
tion to the Senate or the country. And why? 
The first obstacle in the way of success has been 
found in the ** contract system,’’ under which our 


THE 


the resolution | 


and which not only permits, but encourages bad 
faith in the execution of the public work. And 
|| the second obstacle—the most pertinent, perhaps, 
to be mentioned here, has been found in the action 
of the Senate itself—in this: that when the com- 
mittee have time and agdin faithfully performed 
their duty, in requiring the terms of the contracts 
to be complied with, the Senate, instead of sus- 


taining the committee, and thus insuring the | 
proper execution of the public work, have (inva- | 


riably, I think I may say, for I can recall no in- 
stance of the contrary) abandoned and overruled 
the committee, and sided with and sustained the 
faithless contractor. 


that the same things will be done over again dur- 
ing the present Congress. In view of this state 


of things, consider, sir, the position of the Com- | 
It surely is bad enough, and | 


mittee on Printing! 
the burdens you have already imposed upon us 
are heavy enough, to entitle us to be spared that 
which this resolution proposes to add. 

The advocates of this regolution seem to agree 


all respect, they are widely mistaken. The prop- 
osition of the resolution is, that a contract be made, 


and it differs from the present evil system in no \| 


material particular. It differs only in changing 


the parties to the contract, and allowing latitude | 


for paying a somewhat higher price. Instead of 
putting the work out to the lowest bidder, it names 


the contractor who shall have it; and instead of | 
making it the duty of our executive officers, the | 


agent of Congress, it imposes that duty upon the 


Committee on Printing. Supposing the committee | 


to be qualified to perform this duty and the con- 
tract to be made, it might be that the work would 
be better done and furnished in better time than it 
has been our fortune to obtain under the present 
system. But all that would depend upon the good 
faith of the contractor, as it now does, and has 
done for years past under the present system. 
Where, then, is the advantage to be gained? Let 
those find it who can. But, sir, suppose the con- 
tract to be violated in this case, as it has heretofore 
always been, there is this additional disadvantage 

| to the committee: They would then be liable to 

| censure not only for failure to perform the impos- 
sibility of holding the contractor to his terms when 
the contract had been made by another agency, 
but as the agents who themselves made the for- 
feited contfact. For the committee and myself, I 
ask to be spared this additional burden. 

Mr.GWIN. I can appreciate the desire of the 
chairman of the Committee on Printing to get 
clear of the labor of making this contract. I can 
appreciate his feelings. I know that it would 
take a great deal of his time to attend to that 
work. But really | do not think his arguments 
should influence the Senate at all. The Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs was raised for the purpose 
of attending to the business of the Senate pertain- 
ing to the Navy; and we all know perfectly well 
that they have to attend to business relating to the 
carrying of the mails. The Senate imposes that 
duty upon them. One of the most responsible 
of the duties imposed upon them is the Lisceting 
or superintending of the great lines of mail steam- 
ers. 

Mr. BORLAND. I would ask the Senator 
one question. He alludes to the increased duties 
imposed upon the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
I will ask him if, in these increased duties, the 
Senate have ever directed that committee to con- 
tract with individuals for constructing ships or 
carrying the mail? If they have done that, T will 
admit that the cases are parallel; not otherwise. 

Mr. GWIN. The printing is a specific object. 
We must have it done, and we have appointed a 
Committee on Printing to attend to it. This is a 
question pertaining to that subject. We must 
have the census returns printed; and as to the 
additional duty which it will impose upon that 
committee, it strikes me that if it is as laborious 
as it is represented, it would impose a duty upon 
the Secretary and the Clerk which would incapa- 
ciate them for the discharge of their present du- 

| ties, which are onerous. But I am convinced that 


printing has been, and is now, required to be done, || the labor,which will attend this contract is over- 


‘ 
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rated. 


} 
{ 


| tc Congress are prepared to relieve the ( 
of this great labor, 
ditions upon which th 
| They will do it in a manner so simple th 
| be impossible for the committee to misun 





| the contract. 


| said about the necessity of printing these 


This was the case during || 
the last Congress, as most of the Senators well | 
know; and unless sdme radical change be speedily | 
made in the system I have spoken of, and also in | 
the practice of the Senate, there is reason to fear | 


| fore us yet. 
country on the face of the globe in whic 


|| a delay would have taken place. The decennial 
with me in condemning the contract system, and x 


speak of this as if it were a remedy for the evils | 
of that systems In this, I beg leave to say, with | 


$a 


I take it for granted th 


] at th 
who have authorized this applicati Partie 


On to be mad. 
‘ Ommitt 
laying before them the . 


con. 
ey propose to do this work 
at it wil] 
derstang 
or Of ma. 
Commit. 
f m byt 
I agree with everything which ston 
- ~~ UCT 
Censug 
part of 


I am confident that the lab 
king this contract will be taken from the 
tee by facts which will be laid before the 
parties. 





returns in a manner that will make them a 
the archives of the country, of which we Shall nog 
be ashamed. LIhope the Senator will review . 
determination, and consent to attend to this wo iL 
and, if he does, I am sure he will do it as te 
ways does the work which falls into his hands, 

Mr. CASS. It seems to be conceded oy 
hands that we have arrived ata Position inr 
to this business in which there must be some 
contract made. The census was taken a y 
ahalfago. It has not been published and 
I do not believe there is 


On all 
Espect 
Special 
ear and 
laid be. 
another 
h Such 


term will almost expire before the people get ths 
information contained in this census, a 


: eee So wear 
treated in all our printing. 


W here is the Biennial 


| Register, which should have been laid on our ta- 





| How is it to be done? 
| the making of the contract to a committee of this 


| they had been censured. 
| this responsibility should be taken by a committee 
of this body, rather than by the repay of the 


| an 








bles? Shall we get it this session or the next? 

A Senator. Who was to print it? 

Mr. CASS. Ido not know who was to print 
it; but it should be here. Thelaw contains a pro- 
vision that it should be here. So itis with every. 
thing we have. All our printing comes to us after 
the subject-matter of it has almost passed from 
the io mind, 

Here is some printing which is to be done. 
The proposition is to refer 


body. Can it be in better hands? What is the 
objection to it? The honorable Senator from Ar- 


| kansas objects to the labor which it will impose 
| upon the committee. 
| to much. They will have to go into no specific 
| details, for the facts will be before them. 


I suppose it will not amount 


But the Senator does not like the responsibility; 


| and then the proceedings of the committee have 


been censured by the Senate! I never knew that 


But is it not better that 


Senate and the Clerk of the House? What was 


| said by the honorable Senator from Indiana [Mr. 
| Bricut] is very true, that they can make a more 


just contract than the Secretary and Clerk, for the 
best ofreasons. Ifthe Secretary and Clerk should 


| go to every man in the country and ask him what 


he would do the printing for, and thus bring it 
down to the lowest bidder, which is the position 


| in which we are now, it would defeat our object, 


which is to have the work done speedily. It can- 
not be done unless it is done by persons who are 
every way prepared to do it; and that preparation 
is perhaps in the hands of only one or two. | 


| appeal to my friend from Arkansas, whether the 


responsibility had not better be taken by himself 
the other members of the committee, than laid 
upon the two persons whom he proposes to sub- 
stitute for the committee, neither of whom, in 4 


| ; ‘ : > 3 
| practical point of view, has better information than 


the members of the committee. Why, then, should 


| not the responsibility be with the committee’ It 


seems to me that it would be the better way 0 


| treat this very extraordinary case. 


Mr. BORLAND. 


I am sorry to trouble the 
Senate any further. 


Still I feel it due to myself 


| and to the position I occupy in this matter, to say 


a few words more. The Senator from Michigan, 
[Mr. Cass,] I am happy to find, agrees with me 
upon one point—that responsibility should never be 
avoided in this body. tee glad to be sustained 
by his high authority. I certainly never have 
avoided, nor, desired to avoid, responsibility. 

hope I shall bé joined in that respect by that dis- 
tinguished Senator always hereafter, and that 
when questions involving responsibility come before 
this body, he will, with me, (to use a phrase com 


/mon in the far West, where I live,) ‘‘toe the 


mark.” 
I must confess that I cannot fully understand oné 
osition taken by the Senator from Indiana, | Mr. 
RIGHT,] and sustained by the Senator from Michi- 
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two Houses. I will explain what I meant by that 


san, (Mr. Cass,] to which I have already alluded. 

ie . that the committee can go further than the | remark, but first let me go a little further back. 
Secretary and Clerk, and, in the price to be paid The first speech of the honorable Senator is a 
for this work, do what those officers ‘‘dare’’ not | sad commentary on our mode and manner of le- 


jo. I cannot understand the precise meaning and 
-e of that position without an explanation. ‘To 


gislating here. He states that we have a law au- 


force ) | Do | thorizing the letting out of the public printing to 
me, it is an enigma which I am not able to unrid- || the lowest bidder, and yet there is nota day that 
die. The resolution provides that the contract | we do not see a practical violation of that law. 
shall be entered into ata *freasonable’’ rate of com- | Day after day the printing is: laid on our tables 
pensation. No one, I apprehend, who knows the | bearing on its face evidence of the violation of the 


Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the House | 
of Representatives, and who has any knowledge 
of the proposed work, will doubt that they are 
eculiarly and eminently qualified to judge of what | 
a ‘‘reasonable’” in this: respect; certainly better 
qualified than any committee that either House, or 
both Houses of Congress can appoint. The Sec- 
wtary of the Senate has for years been engaged in 
the performance of work of this very kind. Ithas 
for years been part of his annual duty. He has 
become perfectly familiar with it. ‘The committee 
would have to rely mainly upon him, if they un- 
dertook to perform it. ‘The Clerk of the House 
of Representatives is, perhaps, one of the most ex- 
perienced men mn the business of printing that we 
ean find in this city or elsewhere. He is peculiarly 
well qualified. . , 

3ut | come back to a point which I wish to in- 
sistupon. 1 said that in the joint resolution of 
1846, under which the committee was raised, its 
duties are prescribed. J hold in my hand therules 
of the Senate, from which I will read what are the 
duties required from the Committee on Printing: 


contract. It is our duty as legislators to improve 
the morals of those for whom we legislate. It is 
certainly immorality on our part to tolerate this 
violation of contracts day after day. It is to pre- 
vent that state of things that [ advocated this res- 
olution. 1 know that there is a violation of the 
contract regulating the public printing, and | be- 
lieve that if we were to let out this class of valu- 
able printing under this system, it would be vio- 
lated again. 

| have hitherto advocated the letting out of the 
public printing to the lowest bidders. As a gen- 
eral rule, | approve of that manner of disposing of 
the public work, but having seen so many practi- 
cal illustrations, which prove that we cannot get 
our printing done in a suitable manner under that 
sysjem, lam now opposed to it, If this work 
should be let out to the lowest bidder through the 
officers of the two Houses, [ do not believe that it 
will be done in the manner which the public ser- 
vice requires. If the officers of the two bodies 
have the matter referred to them, I believe they 
will have no alternative, and we shall have these 
important returns printed like every class of pub- 
le printing for the last few years. 

Every morning we have public printing laid on 
our tables. It is done under a law which provides 
that it shall be executed on paper of .fifly pounds 
to the ream, and at a cost of seven dollars anda 
| half. Now, I presume those who execute our 

printing will not pretend that their paper weighs 
over forty pounds to the ream, or that it costs 
more than five dollars. And | learn from others 
that the paper on which the printing is generally 
answer to calls from the Senate; and it shall be the duty of done is but two and a half instead of seven dollar 
said Committee on Printing to report in every case in one |, Paper. — Shall these valuable census returns be 
day, or sooner, if practicable.” | thus printed? And yet, if we impose the duty of 
making this contract upon our Secretary and the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives, will they 
feel themselves authorized to do otherwise than 
submit it to this ruinous system of competition 
which is productive of such lamentable results? 
The joint Committee on Printing, on the other 
hand, from their position before the country could 
do that which the officers of the two Houses would 
not venture todo. The joint committee could cal- 
culate the cost of good paper; they could ascertain 
how much it costs per hundred ems to set type; 
they can sit down and in a few hours make a cal- 
culation showing how much the whole work will 
| be worth; and then they can say to these parties 
| on what terms they will be willing to make a con- 
tract. They can say we will give you so much 
for performing this work, meaning that they will 
give a fair price for paper and for setting the type, 
and a fair profiton the work. ‘That, I apprehend, 
Congress is willing to give. We do not desire to 
give less. It is for the purpose of avoiding the 
evils resulting from the present contract system of 
printing that it is proposed to give to the Com- 
mittee on Printing the privilege of selecting those 
whom we know can do the work, and do it well. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. These are very precious 
confessions which the gentlemen are making. 
The gentleman from Indiana tells us that the con- 
| tract system of letting our printing to the lowest 

bidder, has proved a failure; and the gentleman 
from Arkansas says that one reason of that is, that 
the Senate will not sustain the Committee on 
Printing in its efforts to prescribe a remedy for the 
evil. What does all that mean? Why, that we 
have nut the virtue and the firmness to rein up 
those persons who make contracts with us to per- 
form their duty. That I understand to be the 
| plain English of it. I, for one, am not willing to 
com any imputation of that sort. I wish to sus- 
tain the Committee on Public Printing in its 
efforts to make the undertakers, these employees 
of the Government who make contracts with us, 
perform their duty. Iam not willing, for one, to 


«A Committee on Printing, to consist of three members, 
to whom shall be referred every question on the printing of 
documents, reports, Or other matter transmitted by either of 
the executive departments, and all memorials, petitions, || 
accompanying documents, together with all other matter, 
the printing of which shall be moved, excepting bills origin- 
ating in Congress, resolutions offered by any Senator, com- 
munications from the Legislatures, or conventions lawfully 
ealied, of the respective States, and motions to print by 
order of the standing committees of the Senate; and ex- 
cepting, also, messages and other communications from the 
President of the United States, and such reports and com- 
munications from the heads of departments, as may be made 
to Congress, or to the Senate, in obedience to law, or in 


You perceive from this the character of the du- 
ties required of the committee. It is to report 
upon the propriety of printing various papers | 
which come before this body, and we are required 
to report, certainly in one day, and sooner if prac- 
ticable. Wall any one undertake to say that the 
committee can perform the duties required by this 
resolution in one day, or in one week? No one 
who knows anything aboutit, would say they could, 
be performed in a week. Evenif competent todo 
itever so well, I would not undertake to do it in | 
any time less than one month. A practical printer, | 
or one experienced in the performance of such 
duties, might do it sooner. 

The jomt resolution prescribes also that the 
committee shall audit the accounts of the public 
printers. That duty they have been in the habit 
of performing. But this resolution goes further, 
and requires them not only to do this, and to 
make reports, but to go out into the market and 
make contracts. 

The Senator from Michigan [Mr. Cass] says 
this is all very easy and simple, and will require 
but little time and labor. He surely has never | 
looked into the manner of making the contracts for 
the public printing. If he had but examined one || 
sheet of the calculations necessary to be made in | 
order to provide for the different classes of printing, | 
hewould not, he could not say that it isa simple 
thing, and one easily done. 

I insist that the resolution under which the com- | 
mittee was formed, and the rule of the Senate un- | 
der which they have heretofore acted, shall be 
adhered to and observed. And I protest against 
€ing required to perform these other duties, which | 
are altogether foreign to the purpose for which | 
‘he committee was raised, and for which it can be 
legitimately employed. 

Mr. BRIGHT." The honorable chairman of the 
ommittee on Printing has made a remark which 
seems to require a reply from me. He says that 
I made use of an expression which is an enigma 
'o him, particularly when it was coincided in b 


the honorable Senator from Michigan, (Mr. Cass.} } say to my constituents, that ‘ that rule by which 

€ cannot understand how it is that the Com- | all your bridges are built, by which all your jails 
mittee on Printing can afford to give a higher price | and your court-houses and public works are 
for this printing than the ministerial officers of the || erected, by which you do everything in your neigh- 
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borhood, and which works so well at home, fails 
in Congress, because we have ngt virtue and firm- 
ness enough to have it executed.’” I am not 
willing to go before the country with any such 
acknowledgment as that. Sir, if we will do our 
duty—if we will say to these bidders who are en- 
deavoring to get jobs and contracts, Put in such a 
bid as you can live by, and if you do not, we in- 
tend to make you suffer and feel the effects of your 
own folly; nay, of your own frauds,—if we will 
do that, my word for it we shall have our work 
well and promptly done; and we shall have no 
more complaints about not being able to get it 
done, 

These acknowledgments are reflections upon 
this body, reflections upon the whole country, 
and reflections especially 



































































































































upon the employees 
that they are permitted to trifle with their con- 
tracts, to impose upon us a fraudulent article in 
paper, to execute their work in such a manner 
that when the documents are placed in the ar- 
chives of the country they will not last perhaps 
ten years. These avowals are degrading to us 
and to the country. We ought to enforce the 
remedy by telling all these people, in the language 
of the Senator from Arkansas, You must 
the mark;’’ you shall **toe the mark;’’ and if you 
do not you shall reap the consequences of your 
own folly and improvidence in making 
which you cannot stand. It is manifest that it is 
the conduct of Congress, in endeavoring to patch 
up those who put in improper and fraudulent bids, 
that has led to the whole series of mischiefs of 
which complaint is now made. 

Mr. BORLAND. Mr. President, the Senator 
from Kentucky says that these are ‘ precious 
confessions,’’ which have been made on this side 
of the House, and that they reflect very injurious- 
ly upon members of this body. Iam not rgspon- 
sible for the inferences which may be drawn from 


“toe 


bids by 





what he calls ‘* confessions’’ on this side of the j 
House. I have always acted upon the rule, that is 
truth should be told, and I have told it. + 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. I thank you for it. 

Mr. BORLAND. 1 am notresponsible for the 
inferences which may be drawn. I based my 
statement upon what I know to be facts, and | 
will five the case to w hich l particularly re ferred 
at the time I made the remark. During the last 
Congress the public printing was let out by con- 
tract. As chairman of the Committee on Print- 
ing, | examined that contract; and my knowledge 
of the printing business, though not extensive or 
minute, was sufficient to satisfy me that the con- 
tractors had taken the public printing at prices at 
which, if the contract should be faithfully exe- 
cuted, they woyld lose a large amount of money. 
Before any of the public printing was done, I no- 
tified them that this was the opinion of the com- 
mittee—I reminded them of fact that the 
contractors of the preceding Congress had come a 
before us and exhibited a twenty 
thousand dollars; and I knew that they (the new 
contractors) had taken the work at about twenty~ 
five per cent. lower, and that it was impossible 
for the work to be performed according to contract 
without heavy loss. By authority of the commit- 
tee, | accompanied this notice with the assurance, 
in advance, that they would be held to a faithful 
performance of their contract, and that no work 
below the contract standard would be received or 
paid for. 

Well, the work came in; it was at first a little be- 
low the standard; it became worse; it grotto be ve ry 
bad: it became intolerable; I rejected it. What was 
the consequence? Was I sustained? In despite of 
my rejection of it, the work continued to be done 
in this inferior, this miserable style, and was sent 
here, and piled up in the document room, till it 
reached the ceiling. I was called upon every day 
by Senators, who requested me to recetve the 
work. Irefused. I said it was done in violation 
of the contract; that I could not receive it, nor ap- 
prove any account for its payment. The con- 

| tractor came to the Senate, and made his appeal 
here; and the consequence was that I was over- 
ruled, and the work was received. Senators had 
thedocuments folded and sent to their constituents. 
tut the contractor never sent his bill to the com- * 
mittee while I remained in the city. He retained 
them till after I had left. 

I was complained of, I was censured, but I 
stood upon the contract, and insisted upon its 
being executed, Senators know that. | make 


the 


, os 
loss of about 


Eats a ne Se 


yp saabing 


( ae 



































206 


no random assertions. I state what is knawn to 
be true by all who were here at the time. Work 
of an inferior quality, not half up to the contract 
standard, was And not only was the 
proposition made here, but it actually passed this 
body, to pay the contractor a profit of ten per 
cent, upon the whole amount of his expenditures. 
That failed in the other House. But at the last 
the Hlouse of Representatives passed a 
joint resolution, not only receiving all his work, 
but providing for paying him a profit of nearly 
two hundred thousand dollars on that work. It 
came to the Senate at the close of the session, and 


receiy ed, 


session 


was not passed, If it had come earlier, | cannot 
what would have been its fate. The resolu- 
it passed the House of Representatives, 
allowed a profit, as I can show any one by a sim- 
ple calculation, of very nearly two hundred thou- 
sand dollars on the work. Was that no censure 
on the Committee on Printing that had performed 
their duty in rejecting the work? Was it no cen- 
sure on the committee to receive the work and to 
pay the contractor a profit in double the amount 
of the contract, for a violation of that contract? 
These are the facts to which I alluded; and they 
facts which cannot controverted. Call 
them ‘*precious confessions,’’ or what you please; 
let them reflect injuriously upon whom they may, 
I appeal to the Senate for their truth, and am not 
responsible for them or their consequences. I did 
all in my power to prevent their occurrence. Had 
[ been sustained in that attempt, the Senate would 
have been spared these ‘*confessions,’’ and have 
avoided any censure they may imply. 

Mr. PRATT. Mr. President, the proposition 
under consideration is, as | understand it, that the 
Secretary of the Senate aad the Clerk of the House 
ot Representatives shall be substituted for the 
Committee on Printing, and that the same powers 
shall be given to the Secretary and the Clerk, which 


Kav 
tion, as 


are be 


this resolution proposes to give to the committee, 
My friend from Indiana 
says the object of this amendment will be to put 
this printing out to the lowest bidder. I cannot 
see that that isto be the legitimate result of the 
amendment which has been proposed. What is 
to be the effect?) The Secretary of the Senate and 
the Clerk of the House of Representatives would 
be directed, if this amendment should prevail, to 
make this contract; they would be directed to make 
it in the same words in which the resolution directs 
the committee to make it. Why, then, are we to 
assume that the Secretary of the Senate and Clerk 
of the House would let this work out to the low- 
est bidder, if the committee are not bound to do 
The centleman tells us, that it is because the 
committee would assume responsibilities which 
the Secretary and Clerk would not assume. ‘The 
areument of the honorable Senator from Mich- 
ivan {Mr. Cass] is, that the Secretary of this 
body and the Clerk of the House will employ 
persons who are not prepared to do the work. 
tiis whole argument is predicated upon that as- 
sumption, 

Vir. CASS. If the Senator will allow me, I 
will correct him. I meant to convey no such idea. 
I merely meant to say that the Secretary of this 
body and the Clerk of the other House mieht con- 
. be their business to fo to every printer, 
and ask the lowest price at which he would do the 
work, and take that as a standard. + That was my 
id a. 

Mr. PRATT. The idea conveyed to my mind 
by the Senator’s remarks was, that he supposed 
the Secretary and Clerk, if this matter were left to 
them, would employ persons who were not pre- 
pared to do the work: whilst the Committee on 
Printing would employ those persons who had 
their printing presses and paper and everything 
ready, prepared to goon with the work. It occurs 
to me, that from the very fact that the persens 
who would have to make the contract, if this 
amendment should pass, woyld not be willing to 
assume the responsibility which it is supposed the 
committee would be willing to assume, that they 
would take care to employ those who were pre- 
pared te do the work—persons who would do the 
work well, and who would do it ata fair price— 
because they would act as though they owed re- 
sponsibility to the respective Houses for which 
they acted. On the other hand, a committee might 
act without any fear of that responsibility. I think, 
therefore, that we have every reason to suppose 
that, by the adoption of this amendment, the per- 


to make this contract. 
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formance of the work will be better secured than 
if it were left to the committee. 

I can see no reason why the committee should 
be preferred to the Secretary and Clerk, except 
the ground, not brought into view very directly, 
but certainly covered up by what has been said, 
that the committee might give this printing to a 
political press irrespective of the manner in which 
it is to be performed, and irrespective of the price; 
whilst the Secretary of tnis body and the Clerk of 
the other House, owing responsibility to their re- 
spective bodies, would be afraid to do so. 

Mr. BORLAND called for the yeas and nays 
upon the amendment; and they were ordered. 

Mr. BADGER. As the yeas and nays have 
been ordered on this amendment, | wish to say a 
few words to explain the reasons of my vote. ] 
agree that the duty which the amendment of my 
friend from Arkansas proposes to impose upon the 
officers of the two Houses, is at once a difficult 
and delicate one. For myself, | should be per- 
fectly willing that the resolution should remain in 
its original form; but that the honorable Senator 


from Arkansas, who is at the head of the Printing | 


Committee, informs the Senate that he is not will- 
ing to take the responsibility which it is thus pro- 
posed to devolve upon him. He is not williag to 
become an agent for contracting to let out the work 
of the Senate And when I recur to the rule of 
the Senate under which that committee was consti- 
tuted, and find that no duty of the kind was con- 


' templated to be imposed upon that committee; and 


that this resolution, in its original shape, directs 
this committee to perform what does not properly 
belong to the Senatorial duties of members of this 
body, Ido not see how I can, with propriety, with 
a just regard for the motives which the Senator 
from. Arkansas has stated, and from the circum- 
stances of this case which entitle him to ask an 
exemption from having placed upon him a duty 
not belonging to his office as a Senator, and not 
belonging to the position which he occupies on 
the committee, refuse a vote which is to concede 
to him what he desires, and what I think he hasa 
right to ask. Ido not see how! can refuse to ex- 
empt him from a duty which I think the resolu- 
tion cannot rightfully impose upon him and his 
associates of the Printine Committee. For that 


reason, and that reason only, I shall vote for the | 


amendment. 

Mr. GWIN. I wish’to make a statement, which 
I think will induce the Senator from North Caro- 
lina [Mr. Banger] tochange his opinion. I wish 
to ask this question of the Printing Committee: 
Suppose the present contractor fails to perform his 
duty, would it not then be the duty of the Printing 
Committee to make a contract for the printing? | 
so understand the law. The very duty which it 
is said we are now throwing upon the committee 
is already imposed upon them by law. 
now required, if 1 understand the law, in the event 
of the contractor failing to perform his duty, to 
make another contract for the Congressional print- 
ing. Then this is nota new duty which we would 
impose upon them. It is merely acting up to the 
letter and spirit of the law. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I wish merely to get the 
statement of a fact. I understand that this matter 
was submitted to the Joint Committee on Printing, 
and that a majority of that committee overruled the 
Senator who has offered this amendment, and re- 
fused to aceede to it. 

Mr. BORLAND. The Senator from Alabama 
correct. I did not offer this amendment as 
coming from the committee. I offered it from my 
own sense of propriety. Since the Senator has 
referred to the action of the joint committee, it 
will not be improper, I apprehend, to state the 
vote of the committee. I will state it. The joint 


is 


committee, as is known to the Senate, is composed | 
three Sen- | 
The vote was, three in favor of the reso- 
lution, two against it, and one member of the 


of three members of the House and 
ators. 


committee did not vote at all. I voted with the 


majority. 


amendment. 


comes to be taken here. 


jority of the Senate committee, 
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They are | 


[ so voted with the express declaration, 
that it was for the purpose of getting the matter 
before the Senate, but that I would offer this 
If the whole of the committee had 
voted, I think there would have been a majority 
in favor of the resolution as I proposed to amend 
it, and that it will be so found when the vote 
At any rate, this amend- 
ment of mine represents the sentiments of a ma- 


oo 


Jan. § 
. 
— ; 
Mr. HAMLIN. . Mr. President, I only ges, 
to state, in addition to what has been said | — 
| chairman of the Committee on Printing in’ 
tion to the vote which decided this matter i. * 
am, myself, the individual upon that hae 
who withheld his vote. I withheld it for this 
son: I was in favor of giving the contract seat 
persons named in the resolution; and so | sien = 
but I was not in favor of making any Seite? 
a ** pack-horse”’ for the Senate, nor was | int see 
of making any committee of Senators oo out — 
the streets and chaffer for the Senate. y — 
had ministerial officers to whom those duties pres. 
erly belonged. The Senator from Ark coh 
recollect the fact, that I withheld my yo 
cause I was opposed to the resolution, but go 
because I wished this business to be done by os 
ministerial officers and not by the committee Tr 

Mr. BORLAND. That is the fact, . 

Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. President. I certainly fe) 
some delicacy in pressing this resolution after { 
| Senator from Arkansas announced that he 

opposed to the performance of the duties imposed 
by the resolution upon the committee; but dei 
his first speech I have turned my attention to the 
general law under which the printing of Congress 
is now done, and I find that this joint resolution 
proposes nothing more than is now in force ‘ 
a law that was passed on the 3d of August, 1846 
1 understand from that law that if a contracin. 
should fail to perform the public printing, or any 
part of it, it is the business of the committes 4f 
the two Houses to select another agent, and my ke 
full and ample provision for the public printing 
3ut the law does not stop there. It goes on tp 
say, that these committees shall audit the accounts 
of the public printers. There is great force and 
propriety in that law, because the Committee 9p 
Printing in each House has been furnished with 
clerk; and during the recess of the last Congress, 
or the Congress betore the last, I am not certain 
which, a committee of Senators sat, and for ser. 
vices which they then rendered as members of the 
Committee on Public Printing, they received their 
per diem of eight dollars. 

Mr. BORLAND. The statement of the Sep- 
ator from Indiana (Mr. Bricut] has reference to 
a state of things which existed before I became 
a member of the committee or of the Senate. 
Prior to that time it was customary, not for the 
|| committee to remain, but for one member to re- 
main to audit the accounts of the public printers, 
presented after the adjournment of the Senate. 
Since | have been on the committee, a different 

practice has prevailed. Now, instead of any men- 
ber of the committee remaining to audit the print- 
ers’ accounts, and drawing his per diem during 
that period, the Secretary of the Senate, the Clerk 
of the House of Representatives, and the clerk of 
the Committee on Printing, are constituted a 
board to audit and settle the accounts of the pub- 
lic printers during the recess. The Secretary of 
the Senate and the Clerk of: the House receive 
no extra compensation for that service; but the 
clerk of the Committee on Printing merely re 
ceives his per diem. That is the present state of 
| the case. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Ido not understand the law, 
howevér, to have been ehanged since the period 
mentioned. The same law under which Senators 
and Representatives acted as a joint committee, 
|| and drew pay during vacation then, is now in 
| force. The Senator complains of the duty which 

will be thrown upon the Committee on Printing. 
I think that the reading of the law will clearly 
| demonstrate that we do not propose to impose any 
additional duty on that committee. This jout 
resolution will throw no additional labors on them 
| whatever. The law of 3d of August, 1846, under 
which the public printing is now done, provides— 

« That a committee, consisting of three members of the 
Senate and three members of the House of Represent- 
atives, shall be chosen by their respective Houses, which 
shall constitute a Committee on Printing, which shall have 
power to adopt such measures as may be deemed necess3- 
ry to remedy any negligence or delay on the part of the 
contractor to execute work ordered by Congress, and © 
| make a pro rata reduction of the compensation allowed, 
| or to refuse the work altogether, should it be inferior the 
standard.” 

This committee, as it-is now organized undet 
this law, has large and plenary powers. It has & 
right to declare a contract under that law abro- 

gated by any non-fulfillment; and I think our = 
mittee ought to have declared the present contrac 
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|. if the character of the printing be as it is 
= "sented to be by the chairman; and | think he 
aaa the case correctly. ‘That, however, is 
ner haps outside of the question now before us. 
rhe honorable Senator from North Carolina 
Mr. BapGER] was inclined to vote against the 
~oodment util he wasconvinced by the remarks 
e Sevator from Arkansas that this would im- 
additional duties upon the Committee on 
ing. IL have read this section of the law of 
‘6 for the purpose of relieving his mind, and the 
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js of other Senators, upon that point; for it 
ally does impose no additional duties, ; 

Mr. BORLAN D. The Senator from Indiana, 
Mr. BricuT,] itseems to me, must perceive a very 
sateritl difference in the cases to which he has 
wired. In tne joint resolution of 1846, from 


«hich he has read, provision is made against a 
ungency that is supposed not likely to hap- 
. that in case the public printer should vio- 
his contract, then the Committee on Prinung 
ould have power to employ somebody else to do 
the work and pay for it. It provides turther that 
the public printer and his sureties shall be respon- 
e for the difference between the contract price 
nd the increased amount which shall be paid for 
work. Such a case has not arisen since the 
Committee on Printing has been consututed. 
“There has been no case in which this duty hag 
.e) performed; and although the committee 
ht have to perform it, it is a provision against 
contingency which was supposed not. likely to 
happen, and not a prescribed duty. At the ume 
~ joint resolution passed, I suppose no one 
expected that the contractors would not fulfill 
‘her contracts. But here it is proposed to send 
amittee out beyond the walls of the Capitol 
vfler and make bargains. Nothing of the 
:isdone by any committee of either House. 
We have a Committee on Public Buildings, 
which takes charge of all matters relating to the 
buildings; but that committee is not re- 
sured to make contracts for building. There 
isa Commissioner of Public Buildings for that 
ourpose. We have a Committee on the Con- 
tiovent Expenses of the Senate. That commit- 
we, 1 suppose, audits the accounts for the fuel 
sumed, and the stationery used by the Senate; 
tdo we send that committee out to contract 
ith the wood haulers and paper makers of the 
country to supply the Senate? We have a Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, but that committee does 
t make contracts for the building of ships of 
war. The Senator from California has referred to 
arrying the mails. The Committee on Naval 
; pass on the policy or propriety of a par- 
ilar measure, but it is not required to make 
ntracts with persons for carrying the mails. 
y, then, should we require the Committee on 
Printing, which was raised for the purpose of ex- 
ing questions submitted to the Senate as to 
the propriety of printing documents, to go into 
market and perform a duty so different from any 
y performed by other committees of the Sen- 
ae: Why should you require that committee to 
tract with printers for doing this work? 1 can 
xe noreason for it. It is without precedent. I 
adhere tomy objections. 
Mr.BADGER. Mr. President, there is nothing 
0 the joint resolution of 1846, as | think was well 
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sated by the Senator from Arkansas, which is at 


i conclusive upon the objection which he has 
sated, and which I was inclined to support by 
my vote. That joimt resolution requires contracts 
lor the printing to be made by the executive offi- 
ters of the two Houses. They advertise for pro- 
pesals. They receive proposals. They come to 
a decision. They award thecontract. And then 
the resolution proceeds to make provision for 
ses, NOt, as some gentlemen have supposed, un- 
ixey to happen, but I presume from the very 
tature of the joint resolution of 1846, to provide 
‘Tacase which it was supposed would be very 
‘ely to happen; that is, a case wherein the con- 
vactor would not discharge his duty; and in such 
lng to take such measures as should be necessary 
account of the failure on the part of the con- 
tractor. They were to do what the emergency 
required. The law proVides, that during the ses- 
son of Congress, when there would be no oppor- 
tunity of.resorting to any other instrumentality, 
tis joint committee should at once, and promptly, 
‘upply the means of doing the printing which the 


aevent, it directs the Joint Committee on Print-. 


two Houses had ordered. ‘That is, im substance, 
what the joint resolution of 1846 directs, 

Now, it is proposed to put the Committee on 
Printing in a new attitude—to originate contracts 
and make bargains. Well, it shows, if anything 
were necessary to show il, how ex eedingly un- 
fortunate the joint resolution of 1846 was. It was 
unfortunate in many respects; unfortunate, as I 
think, in the whole contract system, which has 
produced nothing but difficulty, delay, bad paper, 
vad printing, and bad binding, for the Senate as 
well as for the House of Representatives; aad un- 
fortunate in this—a c ynsequence flowing out of 
the first unfortunate step of the resolution—in In- 
troducing a joint committee of the two Houses to 
a function, which | believe was never before dis- 
charged by any committee. We are now to take 
a sull further step,and put a committee of the two 
Houses in the attitude of making contracts and 
bargains. It seems to me that this is taking a 
step which the two Houses will fiud reason to 
repent, There is great force in the suggestion of 
the honorable Senator from Arkansas, that, whilst 
we have committees charged with a great many 
subjects relating to contracts, In no Instances has 
any of these committees been charged with the 
making of contracts. 

Mr. GWIN. Has not the Committee on the 
Library been required by the Senate to make a 
contract for the prinung of the papers of Jefferson 
and Madison? This is a case in point. I appeal 
to the chairman of the.Library Committee if that 
IS not a tact. 

Mr. PEARCE. 
is correct. ‘The Committee on the Library were 
charged with the duty of attending to that mat- 
ter. 

Mr. BADGER. If the honorable Senator had 
only adverted to the facts of that case, he would 
have seen that it had no reference to such a one 
as is now under the consideration of the Senate. 
W hen the Congress of the United States purcha sed 
the papers of the distinguished dead, to whom h¢ 
has alluded, it was a subject of literary taste—it 
was a subject of Congressional and delicate dis- 
cretion that must have been exercised by the com- 
mittee of our body to determine which of those 
papers should be printed. It was not intended by 
Congress that the whole of the papers indiscrimt- 
nately purchased should be printed at the expense 
of the Government, and it necessarily and prop- 
erly devolved on its committee the difficult and 
delicate duty of making a selection. A just regard 
to the interests of the public made it necessary 
that that matter should be under the disposal of 
the committee. 

gut | was about to say that my friend from 
Arkansas, in his zeal of illustration, (if he will 
permit me to say so, fell into one grave error— 
he undertook to refer to the functions discharged 
by the Committee on the Contingent Expenses of 
the Senate. I beg him to be more cautious here- 
after—he was touching a subject which should 
never be alluded to in open Senate. He knows 
very well that in one of the Departments of the 
Government which has charge of our external 


T} ° r ») ' 
ne statement of the Senator 


affairs, there is secret service money, and whio- 
ever heard any inquiries made with recard to that 
fund? The remark of the Senator was irregular 
I know it was not intentional. I was onee a 
member of the Committee to Audit and Control the 
Contingent Expenses of the Senate. Unfortunately 
for the Senate and for the country, Iam no longer 
sO. { Laughter. } But still I cherish a very high 
respect for the confidenual operations of that com- 
mittee, and | hope on no occasion hereafter to see 
such indiscretion committed by my friend, or by 
any other member of the body, as to allude to the 
particular functions which they discharge. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I shall vote against 
the amendment otered by the Senator from Arkan- 
sas; but lest I should seem discourteous towards 
him, as the chairman of the Committee on Print- 
ing, I desire to make an explanation of the rea- 
sons which influence my vote. I think that some 
reform is necessary in regard to our printing. i 
think something should be done by which effi- 
ciency would be secured, and when we order 
documents, that they will be printed in some 
reasonable time. I have received various letters 
and communications from all parts of the country 
asking me for copies of the census returns. I 
‘received some of them so long since that I have 

}, lost or mislaid them; and I do not know that I 
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could find them all. Now, I kn Ww, by r reated 
conversations with the worthy Secretary of this 
body, that he does not desire that this duty shonld 
be imposed wpon him | know that he has be- 


sought me, as.a member of the body, to keep this 
duty off him. 

In reply to the political arcument of the Senator 
from Maryland, [Mr. Prarr,] | am ready to say, 
that so far as the bestowment of this ob, or any 


other job which is proposed here, is con erned, | 
shall expe t the Committee on Prin ne to ve a 
preference to those of their own » ical faith; 
but L ¢ xpect them to do it upon most reasona ile 
and just terms. I believe that the Committee on 
Printing of this body is competent to discharee 
all and singular tts duties; and uf a co ul a 
must be instituted between mat Comm mid 
the Secretary of the Senate or ie Cle 
House of Representatives, I be ve, W 5 
Senators or as p ical printers, I ) ve e 
committee the preference if the printing were \ 
own or if u were to be done for the Senate They 
have had experience in then station, Asa 
ber of the body, | have had somethi to d 
retaining them in their present position for 
Session. ] have veen & id io he plo cet n 
in the postition which they have hers ofore o 
pied. lL approved of their course dur r the last 
session, and [ am disposed to s i t Linthis 
position, eleving, : I uo, ' ‘ 
competent as practical printers, a d tter ad 
of what is economical rd pe ) e done 
under this contract than eithe the Secretary of 
ie Senate or the Clerk of the House of Repre 


sentatives. 


Mr. BORLAND. Mr. President, I ha rt 


at all ¢ anged my views upon t ; ect. Be e 
doing what | now rise to do, I wish say a very 
few words, i reassert,and I do it with rc 
and sincerity, that [ am not compe it to pertorm 
the duty which this resolutio: ) ) 
on me ne | ( iundidly confess that I 10 
how to perform it, and [ have n . e to 
learn. If the other members of the cor ee have 
this competency, they will hav » perform the 
duty. If not, it will not be performed by ‘ 
committee atall. Of this [now ve fair notice 
to the senate, I have deemed it my dut to. cé€ 
th ; Statement. W hate ver opi é tive ~ ste) 
may entertain of my competency b 
I think I-know what I am able to do; and I know 
that | am not competent to do this l am not € 
of those who believe that a ma t know him- 
self. I have always thought thata n , pacity 
is better known to himself than to anybody ¢ 
| have looked somewhat into this matter, il 
know Lam not c ible of perform { ‘ 
Fort ut reason, I do ) | to 
perform Butas I fear l Vy 
embarrass some of my fi I - 
willing to Impose d 3 eXe é 3 
of the two Hous of Co vhich d in- 
voive nem } ili | l ' ) 
lity, or wh eir friend e unw that 
vs ild me, | Iw lraw é nd 
ment wh i | ave I ad I S 
with a repetition of the e to the Senate 
that [ am unable to perfor ed lby 
ther il n, rnd l I dl « 
tee [ shall not undertake 1 [ withdraw Vv 
amendment if it is In my power to d 
The PRESIDENT. By 1 ous consent 
the amendment can be withdraw 
There being no objection, tl endment was 
withdrawn. 
Mr. SMITH. I have some v sv I de- 
sire to present to the Ne ‘ ~ 
, which will be very lit r on ny more 
} ha rema Sat pres » tne di- 
nary act of the S« iw 1, the re, 
very glad to have this resolution postponed 
until to-morrow. I there e i e, if it meets 
he approbation of honorable members of the 
body. that the resolution be postponed until one 
on | wk to-morrow, and be m ide the special order 
for that time ' 
The m yn was agreed to—ayes FP, noes 18. 
ASSIGNMENT OF PRIVATE BUSINESS. 
Mr. DOWNS. The bill for the relief of Wil- 
liam Darby was under consideration yesterday, 
but it was ‘then interrupted by t introduct of 
the distinguished stranger who then visited ns. [ 


hope it will now be disposed of It was laid on 
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on a 


the table yesterday on my motion. I move that | 


it be now taken up. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will take this 
occasion to call the attention of the Senate to a 
resolution which was adopted some time since in 
these words: s 

«Resolved, That after the Ist day of January next Fridays 
of each week shall be set aside for the consideration of pri- 
vate claims, and that on those days private bills shall have 
priority over all other business.”’ 

The Chair brings the subject to the considera- 
tion of the Senate in consequence of a different 
coustruction being put on this resolution as he 
understands by different Senators. There seems 
to be doubt as to whether it is intended that that 
day shall be exclusively set apart for private bills, 
and that they shall not be taken up on any other 
day, or whether they shall be taken up in regular 
order on the calendar as they are reached and yet 
have entire preference on Friday. The Chair is 
unwilling to give any construction of the resolu- 
tion, inasmuch as it is for the Senate to decide 
what they intended when they adopted-the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. DOWNS. I think the Senate itself has 
puta construction on that rule. I recollect that a 
similar rule was in force two or three sessions ago, 
and the construction then was, that such a rue 
did not prevent private bills being considered when 
they were reached on the calendar in regular or- 
der, even though it was not on the day fixed. 

I consider that the Senate has at ‘his session 
put that construction on this rule, because yester- 
day they took up several private bills and dis- 
sosed of them. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair, without con- 
sulting the Senate yesterday, finding them upon 
the general orders, took up several bills, which 
were ordered to a third reading. They have not 
been read a third time to-day, because the Chair 
kept them back until the Senate should decide 
whether private bills were to be acted upon on 
every day of the week or only on Friday. 

Mr. DOWNS. It certainly was my construc- 
tion, and the construction of the honorable Sena- 
tor who offered the resolution, that fixing a par- 
ticular day for the consideration of private bills 
should not deprive them of the privilege of being 
considered on other days when reached in their 
order, because it might very well happen that 
such a rule as that would do great injury to those 
whom it was intended to benefit. It very often 
happens that in the early part of the session we 
do not sit on Friday, and very often on those 
days private bills are necessarily interrupted by a 
press of oiher business. And if by fixing a par- 
ticular day for the consideration of private bills, 
we cannot take them up at any other time, sucha 
rule, instead of promoting the interests of parties, 
might subject them to great inconvenience. 

| hope the Senate will agree with me in the con- 
struction which I have given to the rule, that when 
these bills are reached in their regular order in the 
calendar, they will be taken up as well as consid- 
ered on Friday. I think that was the general un- 
derstanding of the rule when itexisted at previous 
sessions. 

Mr. HUNTER. I recollect distinctly that | 
opposed the resolution at the time it was introduced 
and one of the grounds that I took was, that it 
would work an injury to privateclaimants, for it 
would devote Friday to them, and they would be 
denied a place on the calendar, which they had 
hitherto enjoyed. It certainly could not have heen 
the intention of the Senate to have given private 

bills a precedence over public bills, not only on 
Fridays but on all other days. They could not 


have intended by setting apart a day for their con- | 
sideration, that on other days they should also | 
have precedence over bills of general interest. | 


Under the rules of the House of Representatives, 
Fridays and Saturdays are set apart for the con- 


sideration of private bills, and under these rules, | 


they are not considered on any other days. I 


think such is the fair consequence of the establish- | 


ment of sucha rule; and therefore it was that 1 
thought at the time of the adoption of this rule, 
that we would be better off if we adhered to the 
old practice of the Senate, and stood by the calen- 
dar. We would be better off if the Senate would 
return to the ancient rule. I suppose the rule must 


be construed as it was construed in the House of | 
Representatives, If certain days are to be assigned | 
to private bills, they ought to be confined to those |. 


days, that we may have the rest of the week for 
the transaction of public business, or else let us 
return to the old rule, one or the other. 

Mr. BADGER. 
or resolution adopted by the Senate on the subject 
of private bills which either expresses or implies 


that these bills should not be in order on any other | 


day of the week than Friday. The resolution sim- 
ply declares that on Friday they shail have priority. 
On the other days they have no priority. ‘There 
is nothing in the resolution which says they shall 
not be considered on any other day. There is 
nothittlg in the resolution to prevent them being 
considered when they are reached on the calendar— 
no matter on what day. This is not the first in- 
stance in which the Senate has passed the resolu- 
tion setting apart Friday for the consideration of 
private bills. It has been done at former sessions 
at which I have been here, and I have never heard 
it suggested before that in consequence of setting 
apart Friday for the consideration of private bills 
it was not in order to take them up on any other 
day, when they were reached on the calendar. 
There is nothing in the resolution—nothing in the 
practice of the Senate under former resolutions of 
the kind which sanctions the idea that by having 


Friday given to private bills they lose their chance | 


on every other day of the week. 

Mr. BRADBURY. 
the rule setting apart Friday for the consideration 
of private bilis. I believed, that by assigning a 
particular day for their general consideration, our 
attention would be drawn to those bills which 
were matters of private concern, and that we 
should be more likely to give them a careful con- 
sideration, and discriminate between those which 
have merit and those which have not. One diffi- 
culty which 1 hoped to avoid, was the constant 
habit of springing upon the Senate the considera- 
tion of matters about which we necessarily could 
know nothing. If we are repeatedly called upon, 


and without any indication as to the time when to | 
consider those matters which are not of such gen- | 
| eral concern, we necessarily pass our opimion upon 


them without the requisite information. If, how- 
ever, we set apart a day, as the Senate has already 
done, for their consideration, every Senator has 
notice that such bills are to come up. I do not 
say*that we should be confined to that day when 
they are reached on the calendar in their order. I 
would consider them on other days; but if, after 
having given them priority on one day, we will 
now say that we are to call them up irregularly, 


we shail have ourselves exposed to the difficulty to | 


which we had hoped we had put an end, by setiing 
apart a particular day. I hope, then, that private 
bills will not be brought up irregularly, but that 
we shall consider them only when reached in their 


order upon the calendar, or on Friday, except | 


some good and satisfactory reason can be given for 
taking up a particular bill out of order. After 
having given them priority on one day, they 


should stand on the calendar until reached in regu- | 


lar order on other days. I hope, therefore, the 


motion of the Senator from Louisiana, a gentleman | 


whom we would all very gladly accommodate, 


may not prevail, unless some particular reason can | 


be given why the bill which he proposes should 
be taken up. 
Mr. RUSK. 
to private bills, it seems to me, proceeds, or seems 
to proceed, from the principle of guarding the 
Treasury of the United States. We have got into 
difficulty by almost repudiating all the debts of 


this Government. Thisis the way that fraudulent | 
claims pass. Individuals who have claims against 


the Government, come forward and present them, 
and are delayed in one way or another until they 
become twelve, fifteen,or twenty years old, and 


all the facts are forgotten. Then it is that claims, | 


sometimes not well-founded, are enabled to pass 
the Senate and the House of Representatives, and 
become a charge on the Treasury. 

The rule, setting apart Friday for the consider- 


ation of private bills, has been adopted several, 
|| times before by the Senate. 
| been construed to exclude bills on any other day 

| when reached on the calendar. There seems to be | 
a general disposition to give — bills the go- | 


by. If we are to repudiate t 
ernment, let us do it at once. 


1e debts of the Gov- 


them, and to fill the Capitol with agents to get 


There is nothing in the rule | 


Mr. President, I voted for | 


Mr. President, all this opposition |) 


It has never before | 


What will be the | 
consequence of the continuance of these claims? | 
It will be to break up the individuals who have | 
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| them through, who will annoy every Senator. 

'| is time that we should take up these b 

|| pose of them one way or the other. 

|| or adopt them, and do it immediately, that van 
viduals may have their claims decided while th i- 
are alive, and not leave their heirs to pros ley 

| them when they die. Cette 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator is aw 
it is simply for the Senate to decide w} 
struction they will put on the resolution, 

Mr. RUSK. That is the point to which | ar 
trying to direct my attention. ” 

Mr. HAMLIN. I wish to inquire whether } 
is the decision of the Chair that a forma : 
should be submitted ? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair was under 4, 

| impression, though it has been stated otherwise 
by honorable Senators, that when a rule Of this 
kind has prevailed heretofore, private bills were 
passed over on other days, and were taken yp 
only on the day set apart for their consideratioy, 
Such was the impression of the Chair, but it is fo 
the Senate, who adopted the resolution, to say 
whether it was intended that the general ordajs 
should be taken up as they stand on the calendar 
whether of a public or private character; and that 
on Friday all questions of a public character should 
be excluded. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I move, as the sense of the 
Senate, that the rule adopted by the Senate shal 
not affect the standing of the private bills on the 

calendar on other days. 

Mr. BADGER. A motion is already pending, 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair does not con. 
sider that a motion is necessary. He has simp! 
endeavored to ascertain the sense of the Senate as 
to the construction of the resolution. He wishes 
to conform to the view of the Senate. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I voted for that resolution, 
If the Chair had not called attention to the sub. 
ject, I should never have dreamed that there could 
be any question about the matter. As has been 
well said by the Senator from North Carolina, 
what is not in the resolution does not belong to it, 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair then under. 
stands that the construction put upon the resolu- 
tion is, that the calendar shall be taken up in reg- 

ular order, whether the bills are of a private or 
public nature; and that on Friday public bills are 
to be excluded, and private bills solely acted upon, 
Is that the understanding of the Senate? 

[Several Senators. ‘‘ Agreed!”’ * Agreed!” 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair was under the 
impression that it was maomente bring the ques- 
tion to the notice of the Senate, because some Sen- 
ators had entertained a different opinion from that 

| expressed by the honorable Senator from Maine, 
and the honorable Senator “from North Carolina, 
and others. 

Mr. DOWNS. One of the honorable Senators 
from Maine [Mr. Brapsury] thought that we 
should not take up private bills out of their order, 
I have moved to take up this bill because yester- 

| day being a day of ceremony it was not disposed 
of. It would have been passed in five minutes, 
but for the arrival of our distinguished guest. 
That is the reason why I want it taken up and 
| disposed of now. [t will take but a short time. 


ils and aie 
and dig. 
Let us rej 


are that 
lat Con. 


| Motion 


WILLIAM DARBY'S RELIEF BILL. 


The motion was agreed to, and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 

|, the bill for the relief of William Darby. 
| Mr. DOWNS. I concluded yesterday what! 
had to say in relation to this bill. It is one of 
| very great merit. It was passed before by the 
Senate, and I hope we will pass it again. The 
| gentleman for whose benefit it is intended is very 
old and very poor. I hope it will pass without 
opposition. I will not take up time by discussing 
i 


t. 

Mr. FELCH. I believe there was a report 
made in this case some two or three years ago. 
recollect that last year we voted on this question 
by yeasand nays, and I think the Senate was very 


nearly equally divided. I should like to hear the 
report read. 
he report not being on the Secretary’s desk, 

Mr. FELCH continued: If I understand the 
matter, there was a report from a select commit- 
tee, of which Mr. Corwin, then a member of the 
Senate from Ohio, was chairman. That report 
was acted on that session. The bill has since 


been twice introduced on leaye, but no new facts 
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